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Panel explores relationship
between poverty & learning
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ABOVE: Panelists Jacque Cady, Dr. Betsy Balzano, Beverly Burrell-Moore, and Dr. Edwardine Weaver, RSM, during their discussion of the effects of poverty on learning.

On January 19, members of three regional Pi State chapters heard a
distinguished panel of educators describe the effects of poverty on
learning. Leading the discussion were Dr. Betsy Balzano, Distinguished
Service Professor Emeritus, College at Brockport; Beverly Burrell-Moore,
Deputy Superintendent for Teaching and Learning, Rochester City School
District; Jacque Cady, Founding member & former chair, Early Childhood
Development Initiative; Member & former Chair, Rochester’s Child; and
Dr. Edwardine Weaver, RSM, Former Superintendent, Diocese of
Rochester Schools; Founder & former Director, Mercy Bridges.

* In Rochester, almost 25% of incoming kindergartners are diagnosed as
needing special education services and others are developmentally
delayed. Only 45% of city school district students graduate.

Panelists shared alarming statistics about the numbers of children in our
nation and community who live with poverty and its resulting health and
social and violence issues. Among their comments were the following:

Panelists offered suggestions for those who want to help make a
difference for children of poverty as learners:
* Contribute, volunteer, advocate for equity, and vote.
* Support neo natal intensive care and subsidies for quality child care.
* Support excellent summer enrichment programs.
* Support social justice initiatives.
* Support legislators who support services for poor children and families.
* Learn more about the issues involved and potentially effective solutions.
* Address the need for systemic change in delivery of service to students.
* Explore the impact of classism on our school communities.
* Support high expectations, relevant curricula, and social/emotional
support for students.

* Our local UPK initiative has outstanding results, enabling students to
start kindergarten ready to learn. Yet in Kindergarten many of them
struggle, and by third grade, almost 80% of them fail to read at grade
level. Children in poverty live in risk of trauma without the support and
enrichment opportunities experienced by their middle class peers.
* Trauma (death of family members, violence in neighborhoods or homes)
impacts school performance. Research has found that the ‘toxic stress” of
an unstable home environment (e.g., sex abuse, violence, death) poisons
developing brains, affecting them and the decisions they make forever.
Children need a healing environment with supportive relationships. When
such supports are missing, students turn to peers, posses, or gangs.

* Rochester District Superintendent, Dr. Bolgen Vargas, is leading city
schools toward providing more enrichment opportunities for students, with
the goal to improve expectations for children early in their school careers.
* Poor parents DO care about their children’s education. Acting as
though they do not care is a form of classism.

The program was co-hosted by the Alpha Alpha , Alpha Xi, and Beta Eta
Chapters. The planning committee was chaired by Alpha Alpha’s Elaine
Leshnower.
More pictures on page 3.

From our President
Happy New Year
to Alpha Alpha!
Those of you who were
fortunate enough to
attend the January 19
Legislative Program
were treated to some
very informative and
powerful views of the
relationships between
poverty and learning!
The speakers’ panel
Donna Noble
featured our own Dr.
Betsy Balzano and Dr. Edwardine Weaver,
RSM, along with Beverly Burrell-Moore of
RCSD and Jacque Cady of the local UPK
initiative, each sharing research and their
personal and professional opinions. This was
another excellent and informative program, and
I thank Elaine Leshnower, Judy Wadsworth,
and all of the Legislative Committee for their
work. We were delighted to co-sponsor this
event with Beta Eta and Alpha Xi chapters.
This presentation was a shining example of
how our Chapter specifically supports two
∆ΚΓ purposes. The sixth purpose is “to
stimulate the personal and professional growth
of members and to encourage their
participation in appropriate programs of action.”
The seventh purpose is “to inform members of
current social, political, and educational issues
so that they may participate effectively in a
world society.” The discussion and research
presented at this meeting did exactly that; we
are fortunate to have such fine educators in our
midst, willing to share their expertise!

On another topic: we have an urgent need to
look to the future of our dynamic and active
Chapter. Alpha Alpha is blessed with amazingly
talented, intelligent, and BUSY women… and
yes, I mean YOU! We are the ‘key educators” of
Delta Kappa Gamma, no matter where we are in
our careers, because we support and promote
excellence in teaching and learning in every way
that we can.
For many, that support often comes through our
wallets. Of course, financial support of our goals
is necessary, and its value to the future is often
underestimated, even as we write those checks.
Every time I contribute funds to help make
someone’s educational future a bit brighter, I say
a prayer of thanks that I’m in a position to do so.
But there’s another kind of support that we now
need to cultivate. Sr. Edwardine spoke of the
“power of one” – one person, one idea, one
action – to affect the lives of many. So I am
asking you to examine the “power” that YOU
have, to contribute. We are all models of
leadership (for that is what education is all
about), and Alpha Alpha needs that “one”
special thing from each of us. It is called TIME.
When I was recruited to be Chapter president, I
was afraid I wouldn’t know what to do and might
not be able to do “it” well. I shouldn’t have
worried… No fewer than 10 of you (and possibly
more, I’ve lost count) have been right there to
help, guide, work, explain, laugh, share, and
support me in this new endeavor, and it has
been FUN as well as enlightening.

Our Pi State leadership has solid training
sessions and loads of organizational tools for
new presidents as well. Nothing is left to chance!
And although it does take some time, it’s been
time well spent for what I am learning along the
way. As I quoted at the last meeting, Mark Twain
once said, “If you grab a cat by its tail, you’re
going to learn things about cats that you can’t
learn any other way!”
So if you have been on the sidelines for a while,
please consider Alpha Alpha to be our “cat.” I
invite you to grab it by the tail …or arm, or just
take its hand: step up your involvement!
Become active and do ONE new thing for a
committee this year. Or, work with your current
committee chair to learn the ropes and become
its next chair. Or, step up and be our 1st Vice
President now, for 2013-2014! You will “learn
those things that you can’t learn any other way,”
so you can become our president for the 201416 biennium. These leadership positions and
tasks are not forever, and were not intended to
be; rotating leadership strengthens ANY group
as it strengthens its members individually.
How will YOU serve? See page 4 for ideas.
Contact me, and GO for it!

Donna
Birthdays
Say “Happy Birthday” to these Alpha
Alpha members in the near future:

Alpha Alpha Member: Joan Fenton
Joan Fenton was initiated into Alpha Alpha and the Delta
Kappa Gamma Society, International in 2005. Since that time
she has been an active member of the chapter’s Awards and
Scholarships Committee.
In 1960-61, Joan was an instructor in the Department of Child
Development and Family Relationships at the University of
Connecticut. She was also an elementary school teacher in
Maryland before moving to Brockport with her husband
Richard. She taught reading and study skills at the Brockport
Middle School until her retirement.
Joan earned a BS in child development and family
relationships from the University of Connecticut in 1960, and her MS in elementary education from
the College at Brockport in 1979l. She was also trained as a mediator by the Upstate NY Mediation
Training Institute. She is active in a number of community groups, and is a former member of the
Brockport Board of Education. She is a recipient of the College at Brockport’s Community Service
Award. She enjoys reading, traveling, and cooking (especially baking).
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February
5 Judith Cantleberry
6 Ginny Campbell
7 Lisa Montanaro
17 Gretchen Hughes
23 Donna Noble
26 Nancy Padilla
27 Bridget Bishop
March
16 Rosemary Callard-Szulgit
18 Mary Lou Galasso
19 Pam Eberhardt
April
17 Leah Barrett
17 Betty Vary
22 Linda Muto
22 Karen Velyk

Legislative brunch
photo album
Photos by Leah Barrett to the left and above –
TOP LEFT: Panelists (Jackque Cady, Dr. Betsy Balzano, Beverly Burrell-Moore, and Dr.
Edwardine Weaver, RSM) conferring before their presentations;
TOP RIGHT: Alpha Alpha, Alpha Xi, and Beta Eta members at the January session.

On the effects of poverty
on children
According to the National Center for Children in
Poverty (NCCP), in 2012, almost 15,000,000
American children (21%) lived in families with
incomes below the federally-established
poverty level of $22,350 a year for a family of
four. Research shows that families need about
twice that level to cover basic expenses. Using
that standard, 44% of our nation’s children live
in low-income families. The numbers of children
living in poverty is much higher in urban and
some rural districts.

ABOVE LEFT (clockwise from left): Alpha Alpha
members Mary Anne Pietrzykowski, Gretchen
Hughes, Mary Ingersoll, Pam Eberhardt, Linda
Kotwas, and Anne O’Toole (back to camera).
Photos by Bridget Bishop to the right and below –
RIGHT: Leah Barrett and Sheila Root (Alpha Xi);
BELOW: Sr. Edwardine Weaver, Jeanette Banker,
Carol St. George, and Fran Whited;
BOTTOM ROW: Alpha Alpha President Donna
Noble, Diane Maurer, Chapter Secretary Karen
Velyk, Sue Genthner, and Gretchen Hughes.

Poverty can impede the ability to learn. Poverty
contributes to social, emotional, and behavioral
problems. Poverty contributes to poor health
and mental health. Risks are greatest for
children who experience poverty when they are
young, or who experience deep and persistent
poverty.
Research is clear that poverty is the single
greatest threat to children’s well-being. But
high-quality early care and learning
experiences can make a difference.
Resources:
THE STATE OF AMERICA’S CHILDREN®
HANDBOOK. Children’s Defense Fund. 2012
http://www.childrensdefense.org/child-research-datapublications/data/soac-2012-handbook.pdf

Census: U.S. Poverty Rate Spikes. CBA News. November
15, 2012
http://washington.cbslocal.com/2012/11/15/census-u-s-povertyrate-spikes-nearly-50-million-americans-affected/

National Center for Children in Poverty (NCCP)
http://www.nccp.org/
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As an honor society, the Delta Kappa Gamma Society International can serve as a line on
your resume. However, you will receive so much more value from your membership if you
participate in the work of Alpha Alpha Chapter. We are admittedly a busy chapter.
Opportunities to use your particular talents and interests are plentiful.
Let us know on which committee(s) you would like to serve. Here is a description of each of
our committees to help you choose.
Please let President Donna Noble know which committees interest you; contact her at
dnoble@rochester.rr.com or 377-0715. You may also contact any of the committee chairs.
Thanks for your willingness to be actively involved in our chapter.

The Historical Records and Scrapbook
Committee maintains our chapter scrapbooks and biennial histories, and prepares
chapter pages for the state scrapbook as
requested.

The Communications Committee publishes
the Newswheel, maintains the chapter
website, and shares information with outside
groups.
Contact Judy Wadsworth (442-4737)

Contact Judy Fuller (271-4361)

The Music and Arts Committee may present
a program that encourages our growth in
understanding the arts or work with other
committees to integrate the arts into all our
programs.
Contact Sue Genthner (637-5103)

The Helen E. Quinn Award Committee
oversees the selection of an honoree and
plans the award presentation dinner.
Contact Mary Lou Galasso (865-3133)

The Remembrance Committee recognizes
accomplishments of members and
encourages members in a time of need.
Contact Mary Anne Pietrzykowski (637-4577)

The Nominations Committee submits a slate
of officers willing to serve to be approved by
the membership each biennium.
Contact Eileen Wuethrich (682-0025)

The Standing Rules Committee once every
biennium reviews chapter rules to ensure they
reflect current practice and conform to
International and State rules and by-laws.
Contact Betsy Balzano (594-0314)

The Membership Committee maintains
membership records, encourages recruitment
of members, and plans Orientation and
Initiation programs and Founders’ Day
remembrances.
Contact Linda Kotwas (654-7509)

The Scholarship/Awards Committee
encourages our members to apply for State and
International scholarships, and oversees the
promotion, fund-raising, and selection of our
seven student women scholars. Four of these
awards are given each year to a student
enrolled at SUNY Brockport. Three of these
awards are given annually to graduates of the
Rochester City School District.
Contact Monica Cosgrove (392-8706)

The Legislative Committee keeps members
informed about legislation affecting education,
encourages communications with legislators
about those matters, and plans a meeting to
discuss governmental topics.
Contact Elaine Leshnower (442-9180)

The Personal Growth and Services
Committee and Professional Affairs
Committee collaborate to provide programs on
issues educators face, to promote respect and
cooperation within our profession, and to aid
individual growth and develop leadership
among members.
Contact Anita Mance (586-6507)
Aggie Seneway (392-7438)

The Finance Committee assists in preparing
the annual budget, provides for an annual audit,
and supervises chapter fund-raising.
Contact Elaine Leshnower (442-9180)

The World Fellowships Committee seeks
donations to the World Fellowships Scholarship
Fund by disseminating information and creating
opportunities for members to support it.
Contact Bridget Bishop (637-2422)

Please consider supporting Alpha Alpha in ways that could include any of the activities listed or pictured here. Helping to identify scholar award recipients,
to organize meeting programs, serving at registration tables, and/or providing rides to other members are just some of the ways to be involved.
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American public schools:

myth

vs

Ravitch to music teachers:
“Reform” anti-humane
Dr. Diane Ravitch, noted education historian,
spoke to music teachers during the winter
conference of the NYS School Music
Association (NYSSMA) in Rochester on
November 30. She criticized the current
education reform movement, noting that:

FACT

Public schools have long been seen as the great equalizer and bastion of
democracy. Media coverage would have Americans believe that their public
schools are failing and need to be replaced by private and/or charter and/or
online schools. Blame is placed on teachers and their unions for standing
in the way of progress . This column will present the other side of the
story—to look at the successes of our public schools and to uncover the
untruths being used to smear them. - Judy Wadsworth, Editor

Dr. Diane Ravitch blogs
daily on education issues
at http://dianeravitch.net/.

The American education reform movement is being co-opted by
wealthy entrepreneurs seeking to privatize public schools as a
money-making venture. This column will report in coming
installments on the methods used by this group, and its success
to date. A good place to begin is with the book that is galvanizing
readers to resist reforms that actually harm students and their
public system of education. The Death and Life of the Great
American School System was written by Dr. Diane Ravitch, a
former assistant secretary of education and a one-time leader of
the current reform effort. In the book she repudiates positions she
once advocated and describes how the current reform effort is
destroying what it claims to be fixing. She rebukes most popular
ideas for restructuring schools: privatization, standardized testing,
punitive accountability, and charter schools.
Dr. Ravitch defends our public schools as being "intimately connected to our concepts of
citizenship and democracy and to the promise of American life." She supports high standards,
a rigorous curriculum, treating teachers with respect and never straying from the truth. She
critiques the continued reliance on a corporate model for school reform even as it continually
fails. She issues a warning against handing over educational policy decisions to private
interests, and criticizes misguided government policies that have done more harm than good.
"It is worth reflecting on the wisdom of allowing educational policy to be directed…by private
foundations," Dr. Ravitch notes. There is "something fundamentally antidemocratic about
relinquishing control of the public educational policy to private foundations run by society's
wealthiest people." These foundations are beyond the reach of the voters' will, and they
themselves, "are accountable to no one," she writes. "If their plans fail, no sanctions are levied
against them. They are bastions of unaccountable power." She states that government has
also failed in the attempt to reform the schools from above.
Ravitch most strongly criticizes the ‘choice’ mantra and the testing mania. Billions of public
dollars are being spent supporting questionable private and charter schools, many of which
produce no better if not worse results. And the insidious underside of this movement has been
the selective screening out of the students who need the most help, leaving them (special
education, ELL, and economically poor) in crumbling, unsupported regular public schools. She
also delineates the folly of high-stakes testing that provides no time for any feedback or
remediation, and causes effective programs not directly related to tests to be omitted.
She argues that neighborhood schools beset with problems should be fixed, not destroyed.
She advocates for strong neighborhood public schools that share a clear vision of what we
expect our schools to accomplish, and a "well conceived coherent and sequential curriculum"
to fulfill that vision. THEN we can recruit and train teachers who fully comprehend what is
expected of them, and develop programs to overcome the real deficits that many students in
our most at risk communities bring to their academic careers. Testing should again be used as
a device to help students in a diagnostic way, not to punish adults or stigmatize schools.
For readers on all sides of the school-reform debate, this is a very important book.
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Our schools are now run by an ‘educationalindustrial complex.’ Current state and federal
policies are hostile to activities that matter most
to us as human beings. They focus on only one
part of learning, that which can be measured
by short-answer tests.
Using federal education law, by 2014 all of our
public schools will be labeled as ‘failing’, even
as NAEP scores are at their highest point since
they began in 1970.
NCLB and RTTT demean teaching. They use
one carrot (merit pay) and many sticks. The
most obnoxious element is grading teachers
using student test scores, when testing experts
insist that this is wrong. The message is loud
and clear: teach to the test or lose your job.
The reform initiative, as applied to law
enforcement might state that every city will be
crime-free by 2014, and in cities where this is
not so, police departments will be shut down,
police badges will be given to others who want
them, and there will be a Cops for America.
Test results are a measure of socio-economic
status. Research indicates that the real reasons
for low test scores are special education issues,
English language learning, and poverty. The
federal answer has been to spend less on these
and more on testing.
What is the top (in RTTT) and why are we
racing there? Races have one winner and
many losers. Testing sets schools up to fail
and promotes privatization.
A backlash is beginning. Educators can be
ignored or accused of blocking reform. Parents,
however, are in increasing numbers defending
public schools. They need our support. We
need to work with them to develop a new vision
for education that is pro-child and pro-learning.
Resources :
Diane Ravitch. “The death and life of the great American school
system: How testing and choice are undermining education.”
Basic Books: 2011. $17.00 paperback
Carol Burris. “Study guide for the Death and Life of the Great
American School System.”
Carol Burris, Ed.D. is Principal of the South Side HS, in Rockville
Centre (Nassau County). cburris@rvcschools.org
http://www.dianeravitch.com/Study_Guide_for_Death_and_Life.pdf

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
Alpha Alpha Chapter
Minutes of January 19, 2013 meeting
Italian American Community Center, Gates, NY
Joint Legislative Program: Poverty and Learning
Panel: Dr. Betsy Balzano, Beverly Burrell-Moore, Jacqui Cady, Dr. Edwardine Weaver, RSM
Attendance: Alpha Alpha: B. Balzano, J. Banker, L. Barrett, B. Bishop, P. Eberhardt, J. Fenton, S. Genthner, G. Hughes, M. Ingersoll, J .Kinz, L. Kotwas, E.
Leshnower, A. Mance, D. Maurer, C. Murray, D. Noble, A. O’Toole, M. Pietrzykowski, P. Quamo, C. St. George, K. Velyk, Sr. E. Weaver, Dr. F. Whited
Beta Eta: G. Bello, M. DiBiase, J. Hogan, G. Iler, K. Kennedy, C.Loy, K. Mazzola, S. Moses, B. Quinn, G. Wilson
Alpha Xi: S. Brady-Root, P. Corcoran, M.Herlihy, Dr. M. Lovett-Scott, M. Rudd, Dr. F. Prather, R. Swiskey, J. Dudley
Guests: H. Hostuttler, M. Richards, A. Tran

Business Meeting 12:15 PM
Call to order: President D. Noble; thanks to E. Leshnower and panelists for
informative and thought-provoking program and discussion.
Approval of Minutes from December, 2012, as printed in the Newswheel
Motion: J. Fenton, seconded by Sr. E. Weaver; Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:, continued
Recognition: E. Leshnower
We will be honoring Dr. E. Farley at the Pi State Spring Convention for 25
years in DKG
Chapter Recognition Committee is again active. E. Leshnower will email
nomination form for the Alpha Alpha to all members; J. Wadsworth was Alpha
Alpha’s first distinguished recipient in 2012.
Deadline for Pi State Awards is March 1, 2013. Information in Fall 2012 Pi
Lights or online

Treasurer’s Report: P. Eberhardt
November Expenses: Postage and Supplies- $45.88. Checkbook balance
December 31, 2012 was $12,265.43. The Operating Fund balance was
$11,517.49. FLACE fund was $15,427.00.

http://www.deltakappagamma.org/NY/DKG%20Pi%20State%20Pi%20Lights%20Fall%202012.1.pdf

Correspondence: K. Velyk
Letter from P. Quamo resigning position as 1st Vice President.

Old Business:
Chapter’s Undesignated Funds- a motion was made by E. Leshnower to move
$2,000 from our chapter surplus to each scholarship: Bishop, Sherwood, and
Vary. Seconded by A. O’Toole. Discussion highlights- G. Hughes reminded us
our mission and goal is to have our scholarships endowed. Members agreed
that our scholarships offer great merit. Motion carried.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Executive: D. Noble
Chapter leadership concerns and priorities
* need a first vice president- consider giving your time and talents;
president can appoint if no one volunteers; program planning 2012-13
is complete, would need to assume remaining VP responsibilities
* committee chairs encouraged to take understudies to guide, mentor
and encourage members to become more active and take on new
leadership positions
Pi State Convention, Hyatt Regency Hotel, Buffalo, April 19-21;
E. Farley will be recognized for 25 years
Revisited discussion of undesignated chapter funds
Stipend available for Portland (ME) Regional conference for
members <5 years, up to $1000; July 24-27, 2013.

New Business:
Weidel Fund Application- motion made by S. Genthner to support a request
from K. Velyk for $179 to attend an area conference related to her APPR on
Sensory Processing. B. Bishop added that given the current financial climate
of school budgets and reduction in funds for professional development, our
efforts to support our members’ professional development are necessary and
appreciated. Motion seconded by P. Eberhardt and carried.
Newtown Donation - D. Noble passed along correspondence between Pi State
President, Jeanne Schenk, and Marnee Straiton, President of Alpha Kappa
State (CT) offering support in the wake of the Sandy Hook Elementary School
tragedy. Members discussed making a donation from Alpha Alpha to Newtown
Youth and Family Services. B. Bishop moved that a letter and donation of
$1000 be made in memory and honor of the Sandy Hook Faculty and Staff for
ongoing counseling, to be sent with a heartfelt note expressing our prayers,
concern, and support. J. Fenton seconded the motion. Motion carried. Idea
proposed to take a picture of Alpha Alpha members for publicity of Chapter and
DKG. Leaves current operating budget at $4,500.

Membership: L. Kotwas
Nominations due by March 20, 2013
New candidates nominated: Maryanne Geonie by J. Fenton, Dr. Dawn
Jones by F. Whited. (awaiting paper nomination forms before
taking a vote).
Historical Records: P. Eberhardt
Received confirmation to present our chapter history project (by request) at Pi
State Convention: M. Galasso, J. Fuller, P. Eberhardt will let us know exact
date once notified.

Announcements
Holiday Collections- B. Bishop- Funds collected were sent to World
Fellowships and DKG Emergency Fund. Any DKG member may apply for
Emergency Funds.
B. Bishop has scholarship raffle tickets if you are unable to attend Pi State
Convention and wish to purchase them. $1/1, 6/$5, 12/$10.
Pi State needs a webmaster if interested.
Thurs. Feb. 7: RPO concert- Ward Stare, Wanda Ward’s nephew, conducting.
Reminders- Nomination forms due March 20, 2013; Pi State convention April
19-21, 2013, Buffalo; Silent Auction items in by May 1 to M. Cosgrove
“Hugs and Tissue” recognition awards given by D. Noble to B. Bishop, and
presenters Sr. E. Weaver and Dr. B. Balzano

Scholarship and Awards: A. O’Toole
Quinn Dinner Meeting, March 20, 2013, Book Sale theme: TRAVEL. Consider
novels, international writers, and material with a flair for travel adventures in
addition to traditional literature.
All Silent Auction scholarship items for the Reichel Awards breakfast MUST be
given to M. Cosgrove on or before the May 1, 2013 meeting and may be
brought to Quinn Dinner meeting on March 20, 2013.

Meeting Adjourned 1:15 PM
Karen Velyk, Secretary
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Alpha Alpha Chapter
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
Presents

The Helen E. Quinn Service to Education Award
to

Monica Katzel
Volunteer Leader: Educating Rochester City School Students to Increase Cancer Survival

Wednesday, March 20, 2013
Ridgemont Country Club
(across from Elm Ridge Plaza at 3717 West Ridge Road)

Join us for the evening as we “travel” through the…………

5:30 – Gathering...Book Browsing
6:00 -- Dinner….. Book Raffle
7:00 – Presentation….Award….Meeting
****Book Raffle to benefit the Clara D. Bishop Award****
$1 per raffle ticket, $5 per 6 tickets
Please bring gently used fiction/ nonfiction books to
donate to our raffle table

•And travel books, audio and video media to donate to our travel section
•(don’t miss out on a chance to win a special travel bag!)

Menu choices ($29)
Raspberry Crème Salmon

Petite Filet Mignon (4 oz)
Chicken French

Lobster Mac and Cheese or Mac and Cheese (no potato)
*all choices include rolls/butter, garden salad, potato, fresh vegetables, coffee/tea, dessert
_ __________________________________________________________________________________
Reservation form: please consider bringing a guest!

By March 13, send menu choice/ check for $29 per meal payable to Alpha Alpha Chapter to:
Anne O’ Toole, 23 Coleman Creek Rd., Brockport, NY 14420. After the deadline contact:
mgalass1@rochester.rr.com or 585- 865-3133.
Name ______________________________________Dinner choice;_______________________________
Guest______________________________________ Dinner choice:_______________________________
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Alpha Alpha Chapter, Pi State,
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

February 2013
Judy Wadsworth, Editor
judithw@frontiernet.net
2012-2014 Alpha Alpha Officers
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Parliamentarian
Past President

Donna Noble 377-0715
Judy Wadsworth 442-4737
Karen Velyk 334-7795
Pamela Eberhardt 889-2754
Anne O’Toole 637-6734
Sue Genthner 637-5103

INSIDE
1 – Panel explores relationship between
poverty and learning
2 – From our president
Alpha Alpha Member Joan Fenton
3 – Legislative brunch photo album
The effects of poverty on children

Scholarship deadlines approaching
The Scholarships and Awards Committee would like to remind
all Alpha Alpha members that March 1 is the deadline for all
Pi State scholarships, awards and grant-in-aid applications.
Information about these opportunities can be found at
www.dkgalphaalpha.org/member-benefits.html. This link
describes each award and lists a contact person and phone
number if you have specific questions.

4 – How shall I serve?
5 – American public schools:
Myth vs. Fact
Ravitch: ‘Reform’ is inhumane
6 – Minutes: January 19 Alpha Alpha
Chapter Meeting
7 – March 20 Helen E. Quinn Service
to Education Award Dinner
REGISTRATION Form

NEXT NEWSWHEEL
DEADLINE: March 27
At any time, please forward items
you’d like included in the Newswheel
to the editor at the email address
listed above.

)

Monica Cosgrove

A recent change now allows members who have from one to
five years membership to apply for $1000 towards expenses
for the Northeast Regional Conference in Portland, Maine
this coming July 24 - 27. If you are interested in this,
please contact our chapter president, Donna Noble.

In place of the traditional raffle, we will be having a silent auction at this year’s June Award
breakfast. Please consider donating an item for this event. We will need to know the specific
items being donated by May 1 so that we can further plan for this event. Just send me an
email (Monica.Cosgrove@gmail.com) if you choose to donate an item.
I hope all is going well with everyone in 2013.
Monica Cosgrove, Chairperson
Scholarships and Awards Committee

