
LEFT: Mary Bastian

More 
pictures 
on page 3

ABOVE:  2013 Alpha Alpha scholar award recipients Mary Vacchetto (Sherwood Award recipient),  Mariah Travis (Bishop Award recipient),   Kimmily Lopez (Vary Award recipient),  
Samantha Slossar (Reichel Award recipient), Lindsey Salvas (Foster Award recipient), and Erin St. James (Luskey Award recipient) at the June 1 awards breakfast. Amy Sawdey
(Whited Award recipient) was out of state with her family and missed the awards breakfast.

BELOW: Carol St. George (Brockport Award Chairperson), Dr. Megan Norcia, 
and Joan Fenton who introduced Dr. Norcia as the Mary Bastian Lecturer.

On June 1, more than 50 Alpha Alpha Chapter members and guests 
met to honor the chapter’s 2013 scholar award recipients; to be 
greeted by Dr. Anne Huot, Provost, College at Brockport; to hear 
inspiring thoughts from Dr. Megan Norcia, Associate Professor of 
English, College at Brockport; and to initiate a silent auction to raise 
funds to support Alpha Alpha’s scholar awards program.

Dr. Norcia, the Mary Bastian Lecturer, specializes in contributions of 
English-speaking women of the 19th Century. She noted that 
education can be defined as acquired illumination, that women have 
been educating themselves for centuries, and that they have made 
unrecorded contributions to human history. She urged everyone to 
encourage young women to become all that they can be.

The first-ever silent auction, featuring a wide 
variety of valuable items, many of them 
hand-crafted by chapter members, netted 
$925.00 to support the Alpha Alpha scholar 
awards program.

June - July 2013

“Each of us can be compared to a spoke in a wheel. 

Without each spoke functioning well, our wheel won’t turn.”



Birthdays
Say “Happy Birthday” to these Alpha 
Alpha members in the near future:

June
8  Glynis Hunt
8  Susan Dodge-Peters Daiss
9  Mary Merle (Duryea)
13  Anne O’Toole
23  Esther Denaro Maltese
24  Elaine Leshnower
29  Linda Kotwas

July
18  Angelica Sanzotta
22  Emily Volpe

August
13  Katie Andriatch
14  Louise Slaughter
29 Susan Hildenbrand
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From our President
Hello, Alpha Alpha Sisters. 

A very interesting academic year draws to a 
close! So many changes and issues presented 
themselves to educators and students these 
past 12 months, and so much discussion 
ensued, as we try to understand the direction 
and results of educational changes. Our 
thanks to Judy Wadsworth who continues to 
keep Alpha Alpha members abreast of these 
issues through her summarizations of local, 
state, and national news articles. 

As always, our Alpha Alpha Awards Breakfast 
on June 1 was a morning for great celebration! 
It is truly wonderful to reconnect with our 
Chapter’s continuing scholars and to welcome 
some new scholars, as well. Our 2013 awards 
were presented to: 
Samantha Slossar – Katharine Reichel Award
Mariah Travis – Clara Bishop Award 
Lindsey Salvas – Dorothy Foster Award
Mary Vacchetto – Lorraine Sherwood Award
Amy Sawdey – Frances M. Whited Award
Kimmily Lopez – Betty Vary Award
Erin St. James – Mary Luskey Award.

In place of the former raffle, a Silent Auction 
was held, with delightful crafts and donations 
from Chapter members. It was well received 
and raised $925 for our scholar awards

fund! Another special event for our 2013 
Awards Program was the initiation of new 
member Annie Tran. This was a most 
appropriate venue for Annie to join our 
Chapter, as she has been an Alpha Alpha
scholar all during college and is now teaching 
in the Rochester City Schools. Welcome, 
Annie! 

Dr. Megan Norcia, Associate Professor of 
English at the College at Brockport, gave the 
Mary Bastian Lecture this year. Our great 
thanks to Monica Cosgrove and her entire 
Scholarship and Awards Committee for this 
wonderful celebration of scholarship! 

Your Executive Committee met last month to 
plan the 2012-2014 programs. You can look 
forward to some favorite events as well as 
some new meeting and program ideas when 
we regroup in the fall. The Newswheelwill print 
the meeting schedule as soon as it is 
confirmed.

Several of us from Alpha Alpha will be 
attending the DKG Northeast Regional 
Conference in Portland, ME, this July, with the 
theme of “Sharing Our Vision – Strengthening 
Our Society.” We hope to bring back ideas for 
ways to grow our already strong Chapter and 
learn how others are meeting this challenge.

Finally, my prayers 
and thoughts have 
been with those in 
Oklahoma and 
Kansas, whose lives, 
schools, and homes 
have been battered 
by the recent devasta-
ting tornadoes. I will 
be sending out a 
separate letter soon to 
all members, with an 
‘electronic motion’ to lend some financial 
support via a Chapter donation to the DKG 
Emergency Fund. Please watch for that 
message and respond. Of course, any 
personal donations are also welcome. 
Checks can be sent (by June 15) via our 
treasurer Pam Eberhardt, made out to 
Alpha Alpha Chapter and marked “tornado 
relief” on the memo line. We would add 
these to the Chapter donation.

Greet the summer and celebrate another year 
of accomplishment and friendship in Alpha 
Alpha by joining other chapter members at our 
summer picnic on Thursday, August 15 (see 
the registration flyer on page 7). I hope to see 
you there.

Best wishes,                     Donna

Donna Noble

Meet Pi State President Joyce Tang

At the April 2013 Pi State Convention , Joyce Tang, of Alpha 
Phi Chapter in the Southeastern Area, was elected Pi State 
President after serving a term as the state’s First Vice 
President. Joyce was initiated as a member of The Delta Kappa 
Gamma Society in 1998. Joyce has served the Society as a 
chapter president and secretary; a member of the Planning 
Committee for the Southeastern Area Conferences; liaison of 
Educational Services Committees, Society Mission and 
Purposes Committees, and Chapters in the Eastern Area; and 
Chair of the Bea Small Award Committee and of the 2012 
International Convention Photography Committee. 

Joyce enjoys working with Pi State members to help more women enter and advance in 
education. An educator, researcher, sociologist, and mentor, Joyce recognizes the importance of 
the Society in promoting professional and personal growth of women educators and excellence in 
education. 

Joyce obtained her doctorate in sociology from the University of Pennsylvania. She is a Professor 
of Sociology at Queens College, City University of New York. She has authored two books and 
several articles on women minorities in science and engineering. Besides listening to new age 
music, she enjoys visits with family and friends in Hong Kong and Toronto. 
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Awards breakfast album

RIGHT: Bridget Bishop introduces Mary 
Martha Harvey, editor of the Pi State 
newsletter, Pi Lights, during the breakfast. 
Diane Maurer is seated in front.

ABOVE:  2013 Alpha Alpha scholar award recipients Mary Vacchetto,  
Mariah Travis, Kimmily Lopez,  Samantha Slossar, Lindsey Salvas, 
and Erin St. James, with former scholar award recipients Annie Tran 
and Andrella Hurley, both of whom teach in Rochester schools.

ABOVE LEFT: Lynn Keefer and 
Pam Eberhardt greeting and 
registering participants.

LEFT: Seen considering bids on 
silent auction items are Diane 
Maurer, Dawn Jones, and Elaine 
Leshnower.

LEFT: Bridget Bishop provided 
delightful background music prior 
to breakfast and the program.

BELOW: Sarisa Zoghlin with 
Peter Luskey, who generously 
supports the Luskey Scholar 
Award. Sarisa led the invocation 
during the program.

During the awards breakfast, Annie Tran, a former Alpha 
Alpha scholar at the College at Brockport, was initiated 
into Delta Kappa Gamma, Alpha Alpha Chapter.  The  key 
pin that she wore at the ceremony was given to her by 
Mary McCadden Welch, a past Alpha Alpha president. 

UPPER LEFT: Annie with Past Alpha Alpha President Mary Welch.

LEFT: Annie Tran at her initiation.

BELOW:  Linda Kotwas, Membership Chair, initiating Annie Tran as Annie’s 
sponsor, Elaine Leshnower looks on.

Pictures at left by Sue Genthner.

Annie Tran initiated

Lorraine Sherwood’s mother, Mary 
Zucco, has been a long-time loyal 
supporter of Alpha Alpha’s Lorraine 
Sherwood scholar award.  She is 
experiencing many health difficulties, 
has been in and out of the hospital 
and rehabilitation. If anyone would 
like to send her a card, her address is:

Mrs. Mary Zucco
106 E. Noyes Blvd.
Sherrill NY 13461.
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Alpha Alpha scholars update

Melissa Wassink (Reichel 2008) is a graduate student at 
Indiana State University where she’s working on her Master's in 
Athletic Training (1 year down, 1 more to go). 
She accepted a Graduate Assistant position into Indiana State’s 
Post-Professional Athletic Training Education Program. So as well 
as attending classes and working on her thesis, she works at a local 
high school as a Certified Athletic Trainer. She also had the 
opportunity this year to be a Teaching Assistant for a few of the 
undergraduate athletic training classes. She says, “It was a great 
experience. I loved getting to know all the students and sharing my 
passion with them while helping them learn.”

Linda Schoeffler Wetherell (Reichel 1985), Alpha Alpha’s 
very first scholar award recipient, continues to teach science at the 
Gates Chili High School. She has earned a masters degree as well 
as an administrative degree. She reports that she keeps busy 
raising her two daughters and teaching.

Lynda Clarke (Bishop 2010) has finished her last semester at 
MCC and graduated this past June 1. She has been accepted into 
St. John Fisher College.  She has  recently moved in with her cousin 
and plans on enjoying the summer with family and friends. She 
says, “Things are looking well :).”

Judy Fuller (Reichel 1986), the second Alpha Alpha Reichel
scholar, a member of Alpha Alpha since 1996, and its president for 
the 2004-2006 biennium, is now, in addition to being a multi-grade 
teacher at Hilton’s Quest School, the proud owner of Simply New 

York on Culver Road in Sea Breeze with her husband, Rick. The 
store specializes in merchandise created in New York State.  

Yesenia Ortiz (Bishop 2005) is working as a Teacher Aide at the 
Mary Cariola Children's Center, a private school for children with 
disabilities of all ages from several regional counties.  Students 
include those who have physical disabilities or who are medically 
fragile. She is attending her fifth semester of study at St. John 
Fisher for her Master of Science in Special Education (7-12) and will 
be graduating May 2014. Her goal is to become a teacher at the 
Mary Cariola Center. She is the mother of Ariana, who is three years 
old, and Aaliyah, who was born in October 2012.

Annie Tran (Reichel 2006) is nearing the end of her graduate 
program at Nazareth College for her TESOL certification. This 
coming fall she will complete her Master’s Portfolio, with graduation 
scheduled to occur in December. She continues to teach math at 
the Rochester International Academy.  She says, “I love it! I feel like 
I have grown so much this past year and I have improved my 
teaching compared to last year. I’m always trying to challenge my 
students and this year, they all challenged me to do better!” She is 
also mentoring her younger Sister Jennie who is a high school junior 
applying to colleges to pursue computer science and new media 
majors. Annie and her boyfriend Doug are planning a trip to Hawaii 
this summer. Annie is also the newest member of Alpha Alpha
Chapter, having been inducted on June 1.

Tiffany Truesdale (Bishop 2009) graduated from St. John’s 
University on May 19 and will start work on her masters degree this 
fall at Springfield College in Massachusetts.  She was unable to 
attend our awards breakfast because her mother took her on a 
cruise as a graduation gift. 

BRIEFLY NOTED

Lashonda Brenson (Bishop 2006) is still in Michigan.

Jessica Fagioli (Reichel 2009) is now an intern in the office of 
the Honorable Louise Slaughter, an Honorary Member of Alpha 
Alpha Chapter.

Andrella Hurley (Bishop 2002) is a 5th grade teacher in the 
Rochester CSD and will be moving into a new apartment soon.

Kimmily Lopez (Bishop 2011) will continue next fall at St. John 
Fisher College as a junior.

Shown in 1985 

at the 

presentation of 

Alpha Alpha’s 

first scholar 

award are 

recipient Linda 

Schoeffler and 

chapter 

president 

Lorraine 

Sherwood.

Tiffany TruesdaleLashonda Brenson Lynda Clarke Yesenia Ortiz Annie Tran Melissa WassinkJudy FullerJessica Faglioli Andrella Hurley Kimmily Lopez
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Our schools are 
better than ever  

One reason given for the current education reform initiative is the 
presumed failure of our nation’s public schools. But it’s false to say 
that American schools are failing. The truth is that American public 
schools are doing better than ever before. This is not to say that they 
couldn’t do better.  

Issues of education quality are complex , involving factors outside 
schools.  Far too many students do not graduate from high school, and 
too many of those who do graduate, still lack vital skills to be 
successful adults.  

A higher percentage of students are graduating now than ever before.
The rate for U.S. students graduating high school reached 78% in 
2010, the highest since 1970. Plus, dropout rates fell 3% in the same 
period. By the early 1930s, more than 50% of 13-17 year olds attended 
HS; the national HS graduation rate reached 50% in 1940. By the 
1950s, about 65% received a HS diploma; by 1970 this number 
reached 78%. 

International test score comparisons are better than some pundits and 
the media have led us to believe. Results from the Trends in 
International Mathematics and Science Study(TIMSS) of 2011, show 
that U.S. students surpassed the worldwide average in math and 
science achievement, coming in 9th and 10th place respectively.  

Historically, minorities dropped out far more often than white students. 
That trend continues although far higher percentages of minorities 
receive diplomas than was once the case. School reform in the 
part 40 years has insisted that U.S. students, compared to other 
nations’ students, were behind and getting worse. The Nation at 
Risk and the test-driven accountability reforms since then were 
anchored in the assumption that all U.S. schools were failing. 
That assumption was false, although it was correct for a subset 
of children and youth.

The success of the Curiosity mission to Mars should have silenced 
critics of American public education. The overwhelming majority of the 
Mars exploration team at the Jet Propulsion Lab came from America's 
public high schools (104 of the 141 Mars team member). And our 
graduation rates are higher and our dropout rates lower now than 
when these scientists attended high school.

In every country, students from families living in poverty score lower 
than students whose families do not live in poverty.  The real issues in 
lack of student success lie in two areas:
* real issues outside the classroom that have a negative impact on 
how well students do in school AND
* Economic issues facing schools serving large populations of poor 
students.  These schools are in poorer communities with fewer 
resources to provide the extra helps that their students need (health 
care, nutrition, social/emotional support/counseling, etc.).

Nevertheless, the assumption that all U.S. schools are failing their 
students is incorrect. And the current education reform efforts 
(privatization, charters, vouchers, mass school closings, rating 
teachers using student test scores) have done nothing to close the 
achievement gap between poor and affluent school districts. 

For policymakers and public officials, scoring well on international 
tests means that graduates will be productive workers in ever-
changing industries in global markets. That flawed assumption has 
driven school reform for the past 30 years. With 78% of U.S. students 
graduating in 2010, a figure reached four decades earlier, and with 
nearly one out of four poor students dropping out of school when it 
used to be much higher, there should be celebrating. And we should 
be focusing on how to bring this success to our poorer urban and rural 
schools.

Public schools have long been seen as the great equalizer and bastion of democracy. Media 

coverage would have Americans believe that their public schools are failing and need to be 

replaced .  This column will present the other side of the story—to look at the successes of 

our public schools, the real issues they face, and the untruths being used to smear them.  

- Judy Wadsworth, Editor

mythmythmythmyth FACTvs

America’s        public schools: Reformers claim our schools are failing, but…

Sources:
Larry Cuban. “Back to the Future: High School Graduation Rates.” Larry Cuban blog. February 16, 2013
http://larrycuban.wordpress.com/2013/02/16/back-to-the-future-high-school-graduation-rates/
Ralph E. Shaffer. “Our public schools still launch Earth's best, brightest thinkers.” NY Daily News/op ed. 
September 1, 2012
http://www.dailynews.com/opinions/ci_21451916/ralph-e-shaffer-our-public-schools-still-launch
John Hechinger. “U.S. Schoolchildren Lag Asian Peers on Academic Tests.” Bloomberg Businessweek. 
December 11, 2012
http://www.businessweek.com/news/2012-12-11/u-dot-s-dot-schoolchildren-lag-asian-peers-on-academic-
tests
Erik W. Robelen. “U.S. Math, Science Achievement Exceeds World Average.” Education Week. December 
11, 2012
http://www.edweek.org/ew/articles/2012/12/11/15timss.h32.html?tkn=QZCFnDRIr%2B2PdStHfDGttkIPZcD9
AXNXKbvG&cmp=clp-sb-ascd
Access the actual studies at the Trends in International Mathematics and Science Study (TIMSS) website: 
http://nces.ed.gov/timss/

LEFT: U.S. high school graduation rate graphed by the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Cleveland. The average freshman graduation rate is an estimate of the 
percentage of high school students who graduate within four years of beginning 
the ninth grade. It indicates a steep decline after 1970 and a recent rebound.
SOURCE: Chris Farrell. “America's Schools: Graduation Rates Are Better Than You Think.” Bloomberg 
Business Week. April 2, 2013 http://www.businessweek.com/articles/2013-04-01/americas-schools-
graduation-rates-better-than-you-think

U.S. HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION RATE
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Good news from all over

Hello Mary Lou,

Quite much time has been flying since I wrote you something. We have had annual meetings of our own but also the 
State level annual meeting where we had an honour to have as a guest the Immediate Past International President 
Dr. Jensi Souders and the State President of Estonia Margarita Hanschmidt. It was my duty to take care of them.
I was little bit nervous how my English knowledge is good enough to understand all what they were talking, but I 
succeeded well and didn't loose any idea.

The main speakers kept a lecture about "Music teacher's pedagogical thinking, comparative research in Estonia and 
Finland; and Jensi Souders lectured How to strengthen chapter, which was very gorgeous talk.

Next week we shall have the Initiation of 3 new members. So we are 38 members in our Gamma Chapter.
So next we will travel to the DKG regional meeting to the Netherlands in Amsterdam. 

So this is again very short letter, but it would be nice to hear about you too.
Just now we have the spring, sunshine and warm weather +18 Celcius, which is so nice after the long rough winter.
I wish all the best for your work in DKG matters.

Take care, Anne-Marie

On Monday, April 29, Alpha Alpha Member 

Leah Barrett, who is Assistant Vice 

President for Student Affairs at the College 

at  Brockport, was master of ceremonies at 

the college’s Leadership Awards Ceremony. 

Yuko Hashimoto( who danced for Alpha 

Alpha during our October meeting) received 

a Chancellor's Award. Sue Genthner 

reporting)

Old Newswheel by-line explains name

A copy of the Newswheel dated February 1979, found in 
chapter records by President Donna Noble, explains the 
reason our newsletter has its name (see reproduction of the 
page below). For the foreseeable future, this statement will 
appear on the Newswheel masthead as a reminder. 

Dr. Frances Moroney Whited; Awards & Scholarships Committee Chair 

Monica Cosgrove; Brockport Strand Scholars Samantha Slossar, Erin St. 

James , and Lindsey Salvas ; and Brockport Strand Chair person Carol St. 

George, all of whom met during an orientation session for Samantha at the 

College at Brockport Alumni House in May. Monica Cosgrove reporting

Brockport award

Orientation for new Reichel recipient

Update from ∆ΚΓ∆ΚΓ∆ΚΓ∆ΚΓ in Finland

LEFT: Members of  
Finnish ∆ΚΓ∆ΚΓ∆ΚΓ∆ΚΓ chapters 
welcome International 
and Estonian leaders to 
Finland this spring.

This photograph 
accompanied the note 
below from the president 
of a Finnish chapter who 
is a ‘penpal’ of Alpha 
Alpha Member Mary Lou 
Galasso.

Mary Lou Galasso 

reporting
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Jefferson Road / Rte 252

Beaver Road

A
rc

h
e

r 
R

o
a

d

Thursday, August 15 – Noon   

Pam Eberhardt’s home

591 Scottsville Chili Road (Rte 386)

By August 8, contact Pam 

at 889-2754 or pamlynn@frontiernet.net.

PLEASE BRING A DISH TO PASS
Check with Pam  to learn what  is needed when you RSVP.

Rain or Shine
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
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Judy Wadsworth, Editor
judithw@frontiernet.net

2012-2014 Alpha Alpha Officers 

President Donna Noble   377-0715 

1st Vice President

2nd Vice President  Judy Wadsworth   442-4737

Secretary     Karen Velyk   334-7795

Treasurer          Pamela Eberhardt   889-2754

Parliamentarian        Anne O’Toole   637-6734

Past President Sue Genthner   637-5103

INSIDE
1 – Alpha Alpha scholars honored

2 – From our president
New Pi State President Joyce Tang

3 – Awards breakfast photo album

4 – Alpha Alpha scholars update

5 – Myth vs. Fact: Our schools are better
than ever

6 – Good news from all over

7 – August 15 picnic
REGISTRATION Form

NEXT NEWSWHEEL

DEADLINE: August 20

At any time, please forward items 
you’d like included in the Newswheel 
to the editor at the email address 
listed above.

Fall Semester 2013 
Alpha Alpha Meetings

Committees are still working on dates and locations for our spring sessions, but the 
following dates and places have been determined through January. Mark your calendars 
now so you don’t miss these opportunities to network, learn, and have fun:

Tuesday, October 1              Member Mixer & Book Raffle sponsored by Executive   
5:30 pm Committee; Aldersgate Methodist Church, Greece 

Wednesday, November 6     PAYING IT FORWARD (Professional Affairs/Personal Growth
5:30 pm  Committee); Brook-Lea Country Club, Gates

Sunday, December 15         Social Gathering & Cookie Exchange (Music & Arts, World 
2:00 pm            Fellowships Committees); College at Brockport Alumni House

Saturday, January 25           Legislative Program (Legislative Committees of Alpha Alpha,
9:30 am Alpha Xi, & Beta Eta); Italian American Community Center


