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“Each of us can be compared to a spoke in a wheel.

Without each spoke functioning well, our wheel won’t turn.”

At the October 1 meeting of Alpha Alpha
Chapter, the first meeting of the program
year, members participated in a book sale,
a member mixer activity, and a video tour
of the chapter’s website.
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ABOVE: Serving as cashiers for the book sale were Anita Mance and
Linda Kotwas.

The book sale, coordinated by Anne
O’Toole, raised $200.00 to support the
chapter scholar awards fund. Anne has
organized chapter book raffles/sales for
the last ten years.
ABOVE; Joy Kinz and Lori Burch before the meeting. During the
meeting, Lori described the contents of the chapter website
(BELOW) which she designed.

The member mixer was led by President
Donna Noble. Members formed two circles,
an inner facing out and an outer circle facing
in. Donna posed questions that those in only
one of the circles would answer to the
person opposite them. After each question,
those in outer circle moved to the right.
The business meeting included a video tour
of the Alpha Alpha website led by Lori
Burke, who created it.

ABOVE: Anne O’Toole, book sale coordinator, with Jeanette Banker and
Dr. Ena Farley at the book display.

BELOW: Members participating in the Mixer activity.

More pictures on page 3.

From our President
Dear Alpha Alpha
Sister Educators,
On October 1, we
met at our first
meeting of the
academic year with
books, food, laughter,
and fellowship! First,
we socialized and
shopped at the Book
Donna Noble
Sale, coordinated by
Anne O’Toole, who states that it netted
$200 for our Alpha Alpha Awards fund.
Next, we got to know more about one
another by sharing personal stories in an
energetic “Member Mixer” dubbed tonguein-cheek as “speed dating for Alpha Alpha.”
Pairs had only a minute to answer
questions about themselves before moving
on to chat with new partners. It was great
fun to hear the laughter and see the
connections made. We should do this often
– it’s wonderful to meet and greet!
After our light supper, we held our business
meeting, a highlight of which was a guided
tour of our excellent Alpha Alpha website.
Lori Burch, webmaster and
Communications Committee member,
showed us how to navigate the site and
what wonderful new things we can find
there. Go to http://www.dkgalphaalpha.org/
and test it out! You will be amazed… not
only at the technology, but by our Chapter’s
excellence.

Yes, we DO have a strong chapter, one
which is recognized by Pi State (see the
latest Pi Lights) as active and involved. But
we are in need of YOUR help! As we begin
the last year of this biennium, the Executive
Board is emphatic about recruiting more
members in new leadership responsibilities.
We have members who have done the
same tasks, or held the same chapter
positions, for many years; we are more
than grateful for their skills and
contributions! It’s so much more rewarding
to engage in our activities, rather than
merely to observe. I’ve learned so much
and made new friends and connections
through leadership roles in DKG.
There is not one member of our chapter
who is without leadership abilities – after
all, we are “key women educators!”
I implore you to examine your personal
commitment to our goals and mission, and
to offer to give back to the chapter and to
Delta Kappa Gamma, which does so much
for education around the world. I am asking
each Committee Chair to designate (and
assist) a member to be her ‘understudy’
and take on committee chair responsibilities
for 2014-2016. Our chapter also needs
women to take charge of other activities,
such as the annual Book Sale/Raffle and
Remembrance responsibilities.
Eileen Weuthrich or I will be happy to talk
with anyone who is willing to find the best
place for her talents, or to learn what a

Alpha Alpha Member: Judy Cantleberry
Judy Cantleberry has been a member of Alpha Alpha
Chapter since 1997 and is a long-time member of the Arts
& Music Committee.
Judy retired from her position as teacher learning center
director for Hilton CSD in 1999. She had previously
taught in Pennsylvania, California, and Rochester before
working in Hilton for 17 years. Her field of expertise was
K-6 special education.
She earned her bachelors of elementary education in
1964 at Elizabethtown College in Pennsylvania, and her
masters degree in elementary education/special
education in 1979 from the College at Brockport.
Judy is active in her church, and in her spare time tutors, reads, knits, and sews.
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leadership task entails. Every past leader
will stand behind you, teach you, and be
there for support and help. Pi State
provides exceptional workshops for new
Chapter leaders, as well.
Let’s meet the new biennium with your
fresh leadership: YOU are Alpha Alpha,
and WE make a difference – to new
teachers, to students around the globe, to
women who face struggles, to communities
like Newtown, and to our own personal and
professional growth! I’m proud of our
chapter and our successes; let’s ensure
that we continue to be of service.
Finally: Our healing wishes go out to Judy
Cantleberry as she recovers from her knee
surgery. Hearty congratulations to member
Laura Delehanty, recipient of the 2013
Educator Award from the Rochester
Education Foundation. And congratulations
to Rosemary Callard-Szulgit on the recent
publication of her second children’s book.
Hope to see YOU at our next meeting!
Regards,

Donna

Birthdays
Say “Happy Birthday” to these
Alpha Alpha members in the near
future:
October
6 Marjorie Emler
7 Diane Maurer
12 Sr. Edwardine Weaver
16 Judy Fuller
29 Jean Fuller
November
1 Eileen Wuethrich
6 Joy Kinz
6 Eunice Chesnut
9 Brenda Beal
9 Judy Wadsworth
10 Mary Ingersoll
15 Sue Genthner
19 Christine Murray
21 Janet Winter
25 Dina D’Aiuto

album
ABOVE: Alpha Alpha Chapter
President Donna Noble chairing
the business meeting.
LEFT: Gretchen Hughes
perusing options at the book sale
held to raise funds for chapter
awards funds.
RIGHT: Pam Quamo and Pam
Eberhardt at the book sale.
BELOW LEFT: Alpha Alpha
Treasurer Pam Eberhardt
updating members on chapter
finances.

RIGHT: Lynn Keefer, Member of the Awards and Scholarship Committee,
presenting proposed revisions to the Alpha Alpha Standing Rules. The proposed
changes would reflect current practice in dealing with scholars who change their
majors as well as with designation of contributions to awards funds. The
recommended changes will be voted on during the November 6 chapter meeting.
Those who were unable to attend the October 1 meeting are encouraged to
access the proposed revisions from the front page of the Alpha Alpha website at
www.dkgalphaalpha.org before the November session.

Book fund-raisers match members’ love
of reading to scholar awards

ABOVE:
Dr.
Lorraine
Sherwood
RIGHT:
Anne
O’Toole

Educators love to read, and many years ago our chapter
matched that interest to another interest important to Alpha
Alpha—support for its scholar awards funds. The book raffle
was conceived as part of the Helen E. Quinn Award Dinner
which was established in 1993. Former Chapter President
Lorraine Sherwood originated the book raffle in 1994 as a part
of the Quinn Dinner and organized it annually until her death in
2003. Since then, Anne O’Toole, a retired school librarian, has
organized the book raffle at the Quinn Dinner every year.
Books were arranged on tables next to bags wherein interested
buyers could place a raffle ticket. At the end of the evening,
winning tickets were drawn from each bag. This year, the book
raffle was separated from the Quinn Dinner, and because of its
new location, the raffle was changed to a book sale.
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Members brought hundreds of books to sell. The outcome was
the same: happy members with lots of new-to-them books to
read and more funds for our awards funds.
Since 1994, the book raffle/sale has raised well more than
$2,000.00 ($1,700.00 since 2008). These funds help to support
our Rochester Strand of scholar awards that are given annually
to deserving undergraduate women preparing for careers in
education. The October 1 book sale, by itself, netted $200.00
for the cause.
Our thanks go to Lorraine and Anne for spearheading and
nurturing this initiative through the years, and to all the other
members who helped organize the event and who supported
our award funds by participating.

How about spending a lovely fall day enjoying nature’s
color palate without spending hours getting where you
need to be? Our own Durand Eastman Park in
Irondequoit sports a kaleidoscope of fall colors, is

close at hand, and is free to enjoy at your leisure.
There are trails, picnic areas, Lake Ontario beaches,
and beautiful views from your car if you’d rather remain
sedentary while enjoying the view.

BUY NEW YORK

COMMUNE WITH NATURE

Just to the east of Durand Eastman
Park is the Seabreeze area where
you will also find the latest project of
Alpha Alpha member Judy Fuller and
her husband Rick. They recently
acquired Simply NEW YORK
Marketplace & Gifts, which is located
at 4364 Culver Road. Their store
features foods and crafts made in
New York State.

If you can get to Irondequoit during the work week,
another scenic spot is the Helmer Nature Center
(HNC), which is owned and operated by the West
Irondequoit Central School District. HNC is an
outdoor classroom and environmental resource for
the entire community that encompasses 45 acres
of land with trails. Its diverse terrain is inhabited by
a variety of wildlife, including white-tailed deer, as
well as abundant flora. Trails are open to the
public and school groups. You should make
arrangements with HNC staff before visiting.

Store Hours:
Tues, Wed, Thurs, Fri: 10am - 7pm
Sat: 10am - 7pm
Sun: 10am - 4pm
To learn more, call 585-413-0895,
write to info@simplynystore.com, or
visit http://www.simplynystore.com/.

TOP: Scenes of Durand Eastman Park in its autumnal glory.

ABOVE: Simply New York, just north of the eastern entrance to
Durand Eastman Park.
BELOW: Website logo for the Helmer Nature Center just west of
Durand Eastman Park.

The current director is Karen Mazzola, a member
of Beta Eta Chapter. The past HNC director was
Mary Anna Russo, current Beta Eta President.
The center is open Monday – Friday, 8:00am 4:00pm, when school is in session. The HNC office
is located in the white building behind the
Irondequoit Community Center at 154 Pinegrove
Avenue between St. Paul Boulevard and List
Avenue. To learn more, call (585)336-3035 , visit
http://www.westirondequoit.org/helmernc/., or
email Karen Mazzola at
Karen_Mazzola@westiron.monroe.edu.

Congratulations to two of ‘our’ authors on publication of their new books!
A Charter Member of our Chapter, Rosalie M. Gabbert , has just published Mr. Bee Man,
a biography of the founder of American beekeeping (book cover is shown at right). The
author, whose name was Rosalie Mower at the time, served Alpha Alpha as Recording
Secretary. During her career she has taught in the Campus School at Brockport and
Oneonta State Teachers College, and served as librarian of the Macedon Public Library.
Alpha Alpha Member Rosemary Callard-Szulgit’s second children's book, Oliver K.
Brand...A Very Kind and Intelligent Little Boy, has been published, and is available from
www.amazon.com. Seen with Rosemary (left) and her book is Chapter President Donna
Noble.
Speak with Rosemary or Fran Whited, a friend of Rosalie Gabbert, at our November and
December Chapter meetings for information on how to purchase copies.
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America’s

myth

vs

public schools:

FACT

Public schools have long been seen as the great equalizer and bastion of democracy. Media
coverage would have Americans believe that their public schools are failing and need to be
replaced. This column will present the other side of the story—to look at the successes of our
public schools, the real issues they face, and the untruths being used to smear them.
- Judy Wadsworth, Editor

One mantra of today’s education reformers is that more money won’t solve the
problems of ‘failing’ schools. Yet some of these same reformers are willing to invest
millions of dollars to support charter schools that are not as successful as the
public schools the reformers want to replace. At the same time that critics accuse
‘failing’ schools of not using resources wisely, it turns out that these schools have
never received funding at the same level as schools and districts that achieve
better results.
Two articles by Dr. Bruce Baker, Professor in the Graduate School of Education at
Rutgers University and noted specialist in educational finance, demonstrate how
money DOES matter in education as in every other field of endeavor and how
poorer districts get less of it. These articles are summarized here. They can be
accessed in their entirety via the citations at the bottom of the page.

Does money matter?
Political reformist rhetoric maintains that money doesn’t make a difference
in education, and that reduced funding is unlikely to harm educational
quality. Politicians have used this argument to justify large cuts to
education budgets in recent years. This position is not supported by
empirical research on the relationship between funding and school
quality.
Money DOES matter. On average, aggregate measures of per pupil
spending are directly related to improved or higher student outcomes.
Clearly, there are other factors that moderate the influence of funding,
such as how that money is spent to yield benefits. Schooling resources
that cost money, including class size reduction or higher teacher salaries,
are also positively associated with student outcomes. In addition, there is
scarce evidence that there are more cost-effective alternatives.
Sustained improvements to the level and distribution of state funding
across local public school districts can lead to improvements in the level
and distribution of student outcomes. While money alone may not be the
answer, more equitable and adequate allocation of financial inputs to
schooling provide a necessary underlying condition for improving the
equity and adequacy of outcomes. Research indicates that:

Reformers say more money won’t help, but…

Public school funding
is inequitable
Execution of state aid formulas inequitable
Modern state school finance (aid distribution) formulas typically strive (but
fail) to account for differences in the costs of achieving equal educational
opportunity across schools and districts and in the ability of local public
school districts to cover those costs. Local district ability can be a function
of local taxable property wealth and/or the incomes of property owners.
Implicit in state school aid systems is that money matters for educational
quality in general and for quality special services for children with greater
educational needs. Student-need adjustments in state aid formulas
assume that the additional resources will help to improve outcomes for
low income students, or students with limited English proficiency. Also,
resource levels may be adjusted to permit districts in different parts of the
state to recruit and retain teachers of comparable quality.
State formulas are created through overly complicated processes
requiring multiple inefficiently and illogically laid out calculations, and
based on measures for which each state chooses its own ‘distinct and
unrecognizable’ nomenclature. Then, because providing the needed
money to support poorer schools and districts often means raising more
tax dollars, the issue of adequate support becomes politically charged.
There is no evidence that equitable and adequate outcomes are more
easily attainable where funding is neither equitable nor adequate. There
exists no evidence that more adequate outcomes will be attained with less
adequate funding. Both of these contentions are unfounded.
The graph below uses state and local revenues per pupil from the Census Fiscal Survey of
Local Governments (F-33). Unlike the School Funding Fairness Report, these are simply
best fit lines of the relationship between Census Poverty rates and state and local spending,
for all districts enrolling over 2,000 pupils. No inflation adjustment is used, nor is there
adjustment for within state competitive wage variation. Note that as the level of child
poverty increases (x axis), the level of state aid decreases (y axis).

• Many of the ways schools currently spend money do improve student
outcomes.
• When schools have
more money, they can
be more productive;
if they don’t, they can’t.
• Arguments that acrossthe-board budget cuts
will not hurt outcomes
are completely
unfounded.
Policymakers would be
well-advised to rely on
high-quality research to
guide the critical choices
they make regarding
school finance.

Sources:
Bruce D. Baker. “The Disturbing Inequities of the New Normal.” School Finance 101 blog. June 5, 2013
http://schoolfinance101.wordpress.com/2013/06/05/the-disturbing-inequities-of-the-new-normal/
Bruce D. Baker. Revisiting the Age--Old Question: Does Money Matter in Education? (Executive
Summary). The Albert Shanker Institute, 2012
Full report accessible at http://www.shankerinstitute.org/images/doesmoneymatter_final.pdf
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Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
Alpha Alpha Chapter

Minutes of October 1, 2013 Business Meeting
Aldersgate Methodist Church, Dewey Avenue, Greece, NY
Attendance: J.Banker, L. Barrett, B. Bishop, L. Burch, R. Callard-Szulgit, V. Clark, M. Cosgrove, P. Eberhardt, E. Farley, J. Fenton, M. Galasso, S.
Genthner, M.A.Geonie, G. Hughes, G. Hunt, L. Keefer, J. Kinz, L. Kotwas, E. Leshnower, A. Mance, D. Noble, A. O'Toole, M. Pietrzykowski, P. Quamo, C. Tyler,
K. Velyk, J. Wadsworth, E. Weuthrich, F. Whited, S. Zoghlin;
Guest: Sandy Reafler
Business Meeting

COMMITTEE REPORTS, continued:

CALL TO ORDER: President D. Noble called to order at 6:55 PM and
thanked those responsible for tonight’s program, book sale, and meal.
Approval of Minutes Motion made and passed to approve minutes from May
1, 2013, as printed in the August Newswheel.

Communications:
L. Burch led members through a virtual tour of our website, which can be
found at http://www.dkgalphaalpha.org/alpha-alpha-chapter.html
J. Wadsworth shared copies of an updated Recruitment Flyer for Alpha Alpha.

CORRESPONDENCE: K. Velyk: none

Finance: E. Leshnower
Annual review of books and accounts was successfully held.
Scholarships and Awards:
M. Cosgrove stated that we had am extremely successful silent auction at
June awards brunch with $910 profit. This will continue as a revenue source.
Total profit from the event was roughly $1,350.
L. Keefer presented proposed changes to by-laws. These will be voted upon at
the meeting on November 6, 2013. See details on the website or contact the
committee.

TREASURER’S REPORT: P. Eberhardt
Checkbook Balance June 30, 2013: $6,606.39
Checkbook Balance July 31, 2013: $6,606.39
Operating Fund Balance: $6,127.95
Finger Lakes Area Community Endowment Funds: $21,577.00
Brockport Endowment Funds July 31, 2013: $143,647.74

Arts and Music: B. Bishop
Our December meeting will be a cookie exchange at the Brockport Alumni
House. In conjunction with the World Fellowship Fund, our speaker will be
Hilton Central School District fifth grade teacher, Krisann Craney, a finalist for
Hilton’s Teacher of the Year this September. She will share a presentation of
her recent trip to Africa. D. Noble has copies of our 2011 cookie exchange
recipes which can be emailed.

Checkbook Balance August 30, 2013: $8,226.39 Receipts: $1,620 (18
members’ dues)
Expenses: none
Operating Fund Balance: $6,127.95
Finger Lakes Area Community Endowment Funds: $21,577.00
Brockport Endowment Funds August 31, 2013: $143,647.74
P. Eberhardt gave a detailed explanation of how Alpha Alpha dues are
distributed across international, state, and chapter lines. In addition, members
learned the specific purposes for each checking account fund and chapter
budgeted item. This information can be found in our Standing Rules.
Committees are asked to adhere to the designated amounts earmarked for
their committee or project for the year. In the event additional funding is
required, it must be presented to and voted upon by the membership to use
contingency funds. Please do not overspend with the intent that the funds will
be there for receipt reimbursements. If possible, request additional funds prior
to making purchases.

Personal Growth/Professional Affairs: A. Mance
The November agenda is set and will be an extension of last year’s topic,
APPR/Common Core. Speakers will be Dr. Carol St. George, and Dr. Jay
Piper from RCSD School #15.

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

OLD BUSINESS: none

Legislative: E. Leshnower announced that the location for the January
meeting will likely change to St. John Fisher College. L. Barrett will chair the
Legislative Committee in the new biennium.

Executive: D. Noble
N.E. Regional Conference, held in Portland, ME, July 24-27, 2013. Three
members attended.

NEW BUSINESS: none

Executive Committee met August 14, 2013, and discussed the critical need for
new leadership. Numerous chairs have remained in current positions for
several terms; leadership changes are needed to sustain our chapter.
We seek a 1st Vice President or interested candidate for President for the
upcoming 2014-2016 biennium. Members might wish to entertain a CoPresidency situation and share workloads.
This year, each committee chair is asked to seek someone on the committee
to train for leadership in 2014-2016.
Kindly receive telephone calls from E. Weuthrich, as she fulfills her
responsibility to solicit candidates, whether accepting a nomination or
declining.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
A. O’Toole shared the history of the Quinn Book Raffle (see Newswheel for
details). Tonight’s book sale return was $200.
L. Delahanty receives an award next week from the Rochester Education
Foundation.
B. Bishop announced that the West Central Area Council’s 2014 Convention
will be held in October, 2014, at the Avon Inn.
J. Cantleberry had knee replacement surgery.
Meeting Adjourned 8:00PM
Karen Velyk, Secretary
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“A Person’s a Person,
No Matter How Small”
Dr. Seuss, Horton Hears a Who

Meeting
the Literacy Needs
of the Vulnerable Child
Wednesday, November 6, 2013
Brook-Lea Country Club
891 Pixley Road, Rochester
5:30 pm – Gathering and Sharing
6:00 pm – Dinner
7:00 pm – Program and Meeting
with -

Dr. Carol St. George,
Director of the Literacy Teacher Program,
UR Warner School of Education,
Member, Alpha Alpha Chapter;

From Buffalo Rd. turn south onto Pixley Rd.
Cross RR tracks and Hinchey Rd at stop light.
Follow chain link fence on left (golf course boundary) around curve.
Just before overpass find small blue Brook-Lea sign on left.
From Chili Ave. turn north onto Pixley Rd.
Go past Westside Drive.
Go under the overpass; look to the right or the small blue Brook-Lea sign.
PARKING
Turn up winding drive through trees.
At split in road, take left turn to parking lot for front entrance.

Reservation form
Registration is required. To register, complete and send this form with your payment by October 28
Name _______________________________________ Phone ______________
Guest _______________________________________
Dinner choices ($22.00 per person; place a checkmark by your choice):
___ Grilled Salmon with Raspberry Sauce
___ Classic Chicken French with Lemon Buerre Blanc
___ Fettuccini with Alfredo Sauce topped with Fresh Vegetables

Dinners include house salad, baked potato
(salmon and chicken dishes only), fresh
vegetable, rolls/butter, and coffee, decaf
coffee and tea, and cookie tray for dessert.

Send this form with a check payable to Alpha Alpha Chapter to –
Anita Mance, 103 Park Drive, East Rochester 14445.
For more information, contact Anita at 586-6507 or Aggie Seneway at 392-7438 or aseneway@rochester.rr.com.
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October 2013
Judy Wadsworth, Editor
judithw@frontiernet.net
2012-2014 Alpha Alpha Officers
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Parliamentarian
Past President

Donna Noble 377-0715
Judy Wadsworth 442-4737
Karen Velyk 334-7795
Pamela Eberhardt 889-2754
Anne O’Toole 637-6734
Sue Genthner 637-5103

Alpha Alpha questions?
Seek answers at
http://WWW.dkgalphaalpha.org

INSIDE
1 – Member Mixer
2 – From our president;
Alpha Alpha Member
3 – Member Mixer Album;
Thanks to Anne O’Toole
4 – Local fall foliage tours;
Alpha Alpha authors
5 – Public school funding inadequate
6 – Minutes: October 1, 2013 meeting
7 – November 6 Chapter Meeting
REGISTRATION Form

2013-14 Remaining Alpha Alpha Meetings
Wednesday, November 6
5:30 pm

Professional Affairs/Personal Growth Committee Program
Brook-Lea Country Club

Sunday, December 15
2:00 pm

Social Gathering & Cookie Exchange
(Music & Arts, World Fellowships Committees)
College at Brockport Alumni House

Saturday, January 25
9:30 am

Legislative Program
(Legislative Committees of Alpha Alpha, Alpha Xi, & Beta Eta)
St. John Fisher College

Wednesday, March 26
5:30 pm

Helen E. Quinn Award Dinner
Ridgemont Country Club

Wednesday, May 7
5:30 pm

Founders’ Day, Officers Election, Member Initiation
(History & Membership Committees)
Lakeshore Country Club

Saturday, June 7
9:00 am

Annual Scholar Awards Breakfast
New York Room, Cooper Hall, College at Brockport

NEXT NEWSWHEEL
DEADLINE: November 9
At any time, please forward items
you’d like included in the
Newswheel
to the editor at the email address
listed above.

Newswheel deadlines
Publication of Newswheel is related to the chapter meeting schedule, to promote
upcoming events and to report on those that have just occurred. The remaining
Newswheel deadlines for this program year are:
November 9
January 31
May 9
December 17
March 29
June 14.

