
ABOVE: Professional Affairs Committee Co-Chair Aggie Seneway introducing Dr. Carol 
St. George (seated at her left) who spoke about providing literacy skills to vulnerable children.

ABOVE: Dr. Carol St. George describing Project READ, which she directs for the 
Warner School in Rochester City schools. at the November meeting of Alpha Alpha.

BELOW:  Professional Affairs Co-Chair Anita Mance presenting a thank-you gift to Dr. 
St. George after the presentation.

“Each of us can be compared to a spoke in a wheel. 

Without each spoke functioning well, our wheel won’t turn.”
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More pictures on page 3.

Dr. Carol St. George, Director of the Literacy Teacher Program at the 
University of Rochester’s Warner Graduate School of Education, shared 
with Alpha Alpha members that the economically disadvantaged students 
she has worked with in Rochester City schools are creative, energetic, and 
incredibly resilient, dealing on a daily basis with issues that in a kinder world 
they would know nothing about. She sees literacy as equated with equity 
and social justice. 

Dr. St. George leads “Project READ”, a program now in its third year that 
she and her graduate students developed. Project READ  seeks to provide 
struggling young readers in Rochester with literacy skills by making reading 
culturally relevant. The K-4 program began in the city’s School #36 and has 
now expanded into School #33. The Project READ process involves a 
changed culture and pedagogy for schools and teachers. Project READ 
involves professional development as well as working directly with children.

Project READ has organized family nights that attract 100s of parents, 
including fathers, showing them the value of reading to children and 
providing books that the children can keep.  Donors have made it possible 
for children to select books in June to keep, thus cutting down on summer 
learning loss. Sponsors also supported a day-long field trip to the Memorial 
Art Gallery, where they toured the works of art with docents, picnicked, 
wrote about what they saw, and penned thank-you notes.



Birthdays
Say “Happy Birthday” to these Alpha 
Alpha members in the near future:

November
1  Eileen Wuethrich
6  Joy Kinz
6  Eunice Chesnut
9  Brenda Beal
9  Judy Wadsworth
10  Mary Ingersoll
15  Sue Genthner
19  Christine Murray
21  Janet Winter
25  Dina D’Aiuto

December
8   Frances Moroney Whited
19  Aggie Seneway
22  Debbie Koster
29  Lori Burch
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From our President
Hello, Alpha Alpha
educators!

It’s November – a 
traditional time to 
reflect and give 
special thanks for the 
blessings and good 
fortune in our lives. 
Some friends of mine 
have been listing 
one thing each day 
for which they give thanks. What a great 
idea… and I could do that for 365 days, not 
just thirty! But high on my list would be: a 
loving family, steadfast friends, good health, 
bright sunshine, enough income to be 
comfortable, and many opportunities to use 
my talents or follow my interests. Everything 
else is (as my Dad used to say) just “gravy!”

As I write this, I am especially thankful for 
my Alpha Alpha membership, too. I was 
inspired by the program presentation given 
at our November 6 meeting by our own Dr. 
Carol A. St. George. She spoke with great 
energy and passion about the literacy needs 
of the vulnerable child and of her work in that 
arena with the Warner School of Education 
and the RCSD. Carol described the need for 
more suitable and appropriate reading 
materials in early literacy instruction, 

encouraging us as educators to focus on 
improving that situation. As Carol discussed 
the growing parental and community 
involvement in literacy instruction, I will 
remember what she deemed were essential 
components for success: relevancy – choice 
– trust – and support. Carol, you are 
changing the future and we are proud of you!

My thanks also go out to Anita Mance, 
Aggie Seneway, Pam Quamo, and Mary 
Lou Galasso for their planning, decorating, 
and coordination of a lovely dinner meeting. 
And as always, my thanks go to our 
treasurer Pam Eberhardt for collecting our 
Chapter’s dues. She also collates all the 
information connected to that task and 
disseminates it to Pi State. Judy 
Wadsworth was the winner of the “dues in 
on time” drawing; Pam noted that it was 
especially appropriate since Judy was the 
first to pay her dues this year!

I am announcing the beginning of this year’s 
Pi State Awards Benefit promotion. Beryl 
Szwed, Pi State Awards Committee chair, 
reminds us that the money from each and 
every Awards Benefit ticket sold comes back 
to Pi State in the form of awards, 
scholarships and grants-in-aid which are 
available to all. Each ticket purchased puts 
a member that much closer to winning a

fabulous prize, also! Information regarding 
these benefit tickets will be sent to you via 
email and they will be available at all 
meetings between now and March. 
Members who donate will be recognized in 
Pi Lights for their support, so please 
consider making a contribution.

As we all look forward to the upcoming 
holiday season with all its fun and frenzy, be 
sure to add December 15 to your calendar 
for our next gathering (see page 7 for 
details). Invite a friend, or a member who 
hasn’t been with us recently, to share in the 
fun, learning, and socialization of our active 
and vibrant Alpha Alpha Chapter. And don’t 
forget the cookies!!

A final plea for this column: I ask you again 
to reflect on your own personal gifts and 
talents for leadership, and to consider 
stepping up to guide our Chapter in the next 
biennium as an officer. You will not EVER be 
without support and assistance from those 
who have held that position! And (a famous 
quote), “If I can do it, YOU can do it.” Just 
like Uncle Sam, we need you!

With thanksgiving and hope for the season,

Donna

Leah earned her BS in Business Administration in 1992 and an MBA in 1995, both at the 
University of Wyoming. She has been a Member of the Board of Directors for the Girl Scouts of 
Western NY since 2011.

Alpha Alpha Member: Leah Barrett
Leah Barrett was initiated into Delta Kappa Gamma/Alpha Alpha
in 2012 and is Co-Chair of the chapter’s Legislative Committee.

She serves as Assistant Vice President for Student Affairs at the 
College at Brockport. Previously, she was Executive Director for 
Student Development at Boise State University, the largest 
college in Idaho. During her career she has held a number of 
positions directing student involvement with campus life. She has 
served the Association of College Unions International and the 
National Association of Student Personnel Administrators in a 
number of leadership capacities. She has received recognition 
from a number of professional groups for her contributions.

Donna Noble
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ABOVE: Aggie Seneway and Anita Mance,  Professional 
Affairs Committee Co-Chairs,  welcoming members as 
they arrive.  With them is Sue Genthner.

RIGHT: By-laws Committee Chair Dr. Betsy Balzano with 
Chapter President Donna Noble preparing for the 
business meeting.

FAR RIGHT: Pam Quamo, Jeanette Banker, and Annie 
Tran  before the meeting.

RIGHT: Joan Fenton and Dr. Fran 
Whited displaying copies of Mr. Bee 

Man, a biography of the founder of 
American beekeeping, which was 
written by a charter member of Alpha 
Alpha, Rosalie M. Gabbert. The 
author, whose name was Rosalie 
Mower at the time, served Alpha 
Alpha as Recording Secretary

Album: Meeting Literacy Needs

Tree honors Betty Vary

ABOVE: A tree has been planted outside the Alumni House at the College 
at Brockport to honor Alpha Alpha founding member Betty Vary.  Friends 
of Betty arranged for its planting as a birthday gift.  

BELOW: The plaque accompanies the tree, listing many of the contributions 
Betty has made to education, to the college, and to Alpha Alpha. The 
quotation appeared in her 1936 Brockport yearbook with her photo.

Jeanette B
anker photos

If you’d like to help young readers in Rochester schools, 
here are some contacts:

Nydia Padilla-Rodreguez, coordinator of community involvement programs, 
Rochester City School District: 585-262-8133 Nydia.Padilla-Rodriguez@RCSDK12.org. 

Chris Farnum, Coordinator, UU/Schools Partnership: 585-241-9249 
schools2215@gmail.com.  More about the program can be found at the groups website:
www.rochesterunitarian.org/22UUCS.html. 

Bruce Pollack, Executive Director, FREE Partnerships (partners with schools to provide
academic support, mentoring, enrichment, and resources): 585-218-0038 or 
bpollock@freepartnerships.org . More about FREE Partnerships accessible at  
http://www.freepartnerships.org/. 

Paula Valeri, Outreach Coordinator, St. Paul’s Adopt a Classroom Tutoring Program
(multi-demoninational initiative serving K-2 children at School #9): 585-748-7048
pdvaleri@gmail.com.

BELOW RIGHT: Mary Lou Galasso, 
who helped with preparations for our 
November session; 
Sue Genthner, who is 
planning our 
December program 
and cookie exchange; 
and Treasurer Pam 
Eberhardt after the 
meeting.
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Ilana Garon did her undergraduate work in Barnard College in NYC. After earning her 
bachelor’s degree, she  became an English teacher in a Bronx public high school. She 
describes her job as “alternately exhilarating and exhausting, and often hilarious.” She 
also writes about education and related issues for periodicals.

Education historian Diane Ravitch is a research professor at New York University and 
author of the bestselling The Death and Life of the Great American School System.  
She was educated in public schools in Houston, Texas then pursued her bachelor’s 
degree at Wellesley College, graduating in 1960. She earned a Ph.D. in the history of 
American education in 1975. She is a former U.S. assistant secretary of education, and 
author of several books on education history and policy from positions on both sides of 
reform initiatives. She sees her latest book as ‘a call to arms.’  

Books reviewed by Judy Wadsworth,  Alpha Alpha 2nd Vice President.

Why do only white people get abducted by aliens?

This book discusses difficult themes in a way that all educators can 
understand – what happens in classrooms when the students have 
issues that schools are not equipped to help them handle.

Ilana Garon writes about her first four years as a teacher, working with 
high school students in the Bronx. She describes with great respect for 
her students the real problems they face that are never even dreamed 
of by the rich and powerful who control what happens to them in their 
schools: overcrowded classrooms, lack of textbooks, and presence of 
vermin, as well as drug addiction, miscarriages, stints in juvenile 
detention, abusive relationships, and gang violence. Her accounts 
made this reader laugh and cry and feel frustration. 

If ever there was a book that should be required reading for any 
potential education reformers, this book is the one—it puts students at 
the center of education discussions where they belong.

Ilana Garon. Why do only white people get abducted by aliens?: Teaching lessons 
from the Bronx. Skyhorse Publishing. 2013.
$24.95 ($17.98 at Amazon.com).

Reign of Error: The Hoax of the Privatization 

Movement and the Danger to America's Public 

Schools

Dr. Diane Ravitch, one of the foremost authorities on education in the 
U.S., presents a  comprehensive look at today’s American reform 
initiatives: Reign of Error: The Hoax of the Privatization Movement and 

the Danger to America’s Public Schools.  In this book she presents 
evidence refuting claims that our system of public education is beyond 
repair; and goes beyond false narrative of the privatization movement 
to offer research-based, evidence-based proposals to improve both 
schools and the conditions in which children live. Her stated goal is to 
provide knowledge to help people support their children and schools.

She argues that the crisis in American education is not a crisis of 
academic achievement but a concerted effort to destroy public 
schools. She notes that public school test scores and graduation rates 
are the highest they’ve ever been, and dropout rates are at their lowest 
point. She argues that the federal NCLB and Race to the Top 
programs set unreasonable targets for students and schools, and  
result in teachers being unfairly branded, even fired, if their students 
underperform. She warns that wealthy entrepreneurs are working to 
privatize public education. Reign of Error provides a plan for what can 
be done to preserve and improve it—including early childhood 
education and initiatives that address the consequences of living in 
poverty.  For Ravitch, public school education is about creating citizens 
for our society and inspiring independent thinkers; public education is 
essential to our democracy, to carry democracy into the future.

Diane Ravitch. Reign of Error: The Hoax of the Privatization Movement and the 
Danger to America's Public Schools. Knopf. September 2013.
$27.95 ($16.77 at Amazon.com).

Diane Ravitch Ilana Garon

These 2 new books 
‘tell it like it is.’  

Public schools have long been seen as the great equalizer and bastion of democracy. Media coverage would 

have Americans believe that their public schools are failing and need to be replaced.  This column will present 

the other side of the story—to look at the successes of our public schools, the real issues they face, and the 

untruths being used to smear them.  - Judy Wadsworth, Editor

mythmythmythmyth FACTvs

America’s        public schools: Reformers ignore the realities facing children 
and their schools, but…
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The Helen E. Quinn Service to Education Award honors a woman 
who has a record of service to education in a professional and/or volunteer capacity, 

and who is not a Delta Kappa Gamma member. 
Presentation of this award will be at our dinner meeting 

on Wednesday, March 26, 2014, 5:30 PM at the Ridgemont Country Club.  
Nominee must attend the dinner to receive the award.

If you know someone who fits this description and deserves this recognition, 
please complete and return the nomination form below, 

with your rationale on a separate page, by DECEMBER 15 to: 
Committee Chair Mary Lou Galasso at mgalass1@rochester.rr.com

or 443 East Moreno Drive, Rochester, NY  14626.

Alpha Alpha Charter Member Helen E. Quinn 
was the chapter’s second president. 

She taught West Irondequoit elementary and 
junior high students before becoming a counselor 
and guidance coordinator for the district. 

This award was established in her memory.

Helen E. Quinn Helen E. Quinn Helen E. Quinn Helen E. Quinn 
Service to Education Service to Education Service to Education Service to Education 

AwardAwardAwardAward

Nomination Form

Name of Candidate ______________________________________________  Phone _________________

Address   ____________________________________ZIP _______   E-mail 
_________________________

On a separate page, please provide rationale for your recommendation.  Include information regarding 
professional and volunteer contributions and in what capacity.  Include a descriptive statement as to how 
the candidate has demonstrated service to education.  

Decisions will be made on information you supply, by members of the Helen E. Quinn Award Committee, 
chaired by Mary Lou Galasso, after the December 15 deadline.  Nominee must attend the March 26 dinner 
to receive the award.

Nominated by _____________________________________________    Phone ______________

Address _______________________________ZIP_______  E-mail ________________________

Alpha Alpha Alpha Alpha AlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha ChapterChapterChapterChapter Alpha Alpha Alpha Alpha AlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha ChapterChapterChapterChapter Alpha Alpha Alpha Alpha AlphaAlphaAlphaAlpha ChapterChapterChapterChapter
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Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
Alpha Alpha Chapter

Minutes of November 8, 2013 Business Meeting
Brook-Lea Country Club, Pixley Road, Gates, NY

ATTENDANCE: B. Balzano, J. Banker, P. Eberhardt, E. Farley, J. Fenton, M. Focarazzo, M. Galasso, S. Genthner, M.A. Geonie, G. Hughes, 
L. Keefer, L. Kotwas, E. Leshnower, A. Mance, D. Noble, A. O'Toole, M.A. Pietrzykowski, P. Quamo, A. Seneway, Dr. C. St. George, A. Tran, 
C. Tyler, K. Velyk, J. Wadsworth, Sr. E. Weaver, Dr. F. Whited, S. Zoghlin
Guests:  Margy Richards, Heather Hostuttler, J. Marchetti

CALL TO ORDER (D. Noble): 8:00pm

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:Motion made and passed to approve 
minutes from  October 1, 2013, as printed in October Newswheel.

CORRESPONDENCE (K. Velyk): Thank you letters from award 
winners, Erin St. James (Mary I. Luskey) and Lindsay Salvas (Dorothy 
E. Foster); Appreciation card from P. Quamo after recovering from 
surgery.

TREASURER’S REPORT (P. Eberhardt): membership and dues 
update; Dues drawing winner- J. Wadsworth 
October Expenses: October Meeting- $185.86, Conference $176.00,

Regional Raffle- $20.00;  
Checkbook Balance October 31, 2013: $    7,844.53
Operating Fund Balance October 31, 2013:              $ 7,348.09  
Finger Lakes Area Community Endowment Funds: $ 21,577.00
Brockport Endowment Funds July 31, 2013: $143,647.74. 

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Executive (D. Noble): 
Pi State Awards Benefits: ticket ‘drive’ between now and March 2014 
(tickets distributed and will be emailed to members, with 
encouragement for each Pi State member to purchase  (6 for $5). 
Checks made to Alpha Alpha, deliver or mail to P. Eberhardt.  Chapter 
will submit one payment in March.
Holiday giving designation: discussion and motion during New Business

Communications (J. Wadsworth): Due to concern of absence of newer 
members, sponsors will be asked to reach out and re-invite them to be 
active.

Art and Music/World Fellowship (S.Genthner): East African Sojourn 
& Cookie Exchange, December 15, 2013, Brockport Alumni House, 
2pm; RSVP with $5 to V. Clark; Bring cookies- 1 dozen to share, 2 
dozen to swap;  Guest Presenter- Hilton School District fifth grade 
teacher, Krisann Craney.

Awards and Scholarships (E. Leshnower):  Bylaws and revisions 
motion to come in Old Business 

Legislative (E. Leshnower): January 25 brunch at St. John Fisher 
College; Higher Education Issues presented by Dr. L. McGinley, West 
Irondequoit Associate Superintendent for Instruction, and Alpha Alpha
Members Dr. Christine Murray & Diane Maurer of the College at  
Brockport.

Membership (L. Kotwas): Turn in new member nominations early.  
Forms available online on website.  

Nominations (D. Noble): Leadership need is URGENT for Alpha Alpha.

OLD BUSINESS: 
B. Balzano moved that membership accept the By-Law 
changes as presented to the Chapter. Motion seconded and passed.

NEW BUSINESS: 
Sue Genthner moved that Holiday Giving donations go to Alpha Alpha
awards.  Motion seconded and passed For tax exemptions, make checks 
out to Brockport Endowment or Finger Lakes Area Community 
Endowment.  Letter will be mailed to all members with this request and 
instructions for donations.
M. Galasso expressed interest in supporting Alpha Alpha members' work 
after tonight's presentation by C. St. George; will discuss as at future 
meetings.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
“Hugs and Tissues” award- C. St. George, tonight's presenter
Quinn Committee seeks award nominations- submit by Decembe5 15, 
2013; event March 26, 2014, Ridgemont Country Club, 5:30 pm.  Re-
nomination of candidates requires new applications.

ADJOURNMENT: 8:30 pm

Karen Velyk, Secretary

2013-14  Remaining Alpha Alpha Meetings

Sunday, December 15          East African Sojourn & Cookie Exchange 
2:00 pm (Music & Arts, World Fellowships Committees)

College at Brockport Alumni House

Saturday, January 25            Legislative Program 
9:30 am (Alpha Alpha, Alpha Xi, & Beta Eta Legislative Committees)

St. John Fisher College

Wednesday, March 26          Helen E. Quinn Award Dinner
5:30 pm Ridgemont Country Club

Wednesday, May 7 Founders’ Day, Officers Election, Member Initiation 
5:30 pm (History & Membership Committees)

Lakeshore Country Club

Saturday, June 7 Annual Scholar Awards Breakfast
9:00 am New York Room, Cooper Hall, College at Brockport
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Alpha Alpha

Arts & Music 

and Word Fellowships 

Committees present: 

*** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** *** ***

Reservation form 

Please send your donation to WORLD FELLOWSHIPS plus $5 to cover expenses, 

payable to Alpha Alpha Chapter by December 13 to:
Valerie Clark, 174 Hazelwood Terrace, Rochester, NY  14609-5222.
Call her at 585-288-8753, or email her your reservation to Val at vdjphilly@gmail.com.

Name  _______________________________________ 

Guest _______________________________________  

I (will) (will not) be part of the cookie exchange. Total included: ___________

Come for a social gathering.

‘TRAVEL’ WITH KRISANN CRANEY,
a teacher at the Village Elementary School in Hilton,
who spent two weeks this past summer in Tanzania and Kenya.

BAKED COOKIES
will be a great addition if you wish to bring some to share.
Bring 3 dozen: 1 dozen will be eaten and 2 dozen shared with  others to take home.
You will then get 2 dozen assorted cookies from others to take home to share .

DONATIONS FOR WORLD FELLOWSHIPS can be sent with your reservation.

YES, YES, YES, YES, 

You Can!You Can!You Can!You Can!



Judy Wadsworth, Editor
judithw@frontiernet.net

2012-2014 Alpha Alpha Officers 

President Donna Noble   377-0715 
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President  Judy Wadsworth   442-4737
Secretary     Karen Velyk 334-7795
Treasurer          Pamela Eberhardt   889-2754
Parliamentarian        Anne O’Toole   637-6734
Past President Sue Genthner   637-5103

Alpha Alpha questions? 
Seek answers at
http://WWW.dkgalphaalpha.org

Alpha Alpha Chapter, Pi State, 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

November 2013

INSIDE

1 – Meeting literacy needs

2 – From our president;
Alpha Alpha Member Leah Barrett  

3 – Album: Meeting literacy needs
Tree honors Betty Vary  

4 – Two books ‘tell it like it is”  

5 – Quinn Award nomination form

6 – Minutes, November 6 meeting

7 – December 15 Chapter Meeting
REGISTRATION Form

NEXT NEWSWHEEL

DEADLINE: December 17

At any time, please forward items 
you’d like included in the Newswheel to the 
editor at the email address listed above.

Remaining Newswheel deadlines for this 
program year are:
December 17,  January 31, March 29, 
May 9, and June 14.

Laura Delahanty earns REF award
On October 9, the Rochester Education Foundation, which supports educational programs in the 
city school district, presented Alpha Alpha member Laura Delehanty with its Educator Award. Laura 
was recognized for her work as Lead Teacher 
for the Teaching and Learning Institute (TLI) 
at East High School in Rochester, a position 
she has held for the past 16 years. In this role 
she has helped to train young people to enter 
the teaching profession. Many of the students 
who participated in the TLI are now teaching. 
More than 250 students have graduated from 
the TLI program; 15 of them are teaching in 
Rochester schools, and many others are 
involved in education elsewhere.

ABOVE: Award recipient Laura 
Delehanty (right) with former TLI student 
Andrella Hurley at the REF awards 
banquet.  Andrella was the first Alpha 
Alpha Bishop Scholar and is now a 
teacher in Rochester.

BELOW: Fran Whited, Laura Delehanty, 
and Diane Maurer at the banquet.


