
ABOVE: 2014 Alpha Alpha scholars (left to right)-  Bishop Scholar Imani Monroe; Vary Scholar Mary Vacchetto; Whited Scholar Lindsey Salvas; Luskey Scholar Amy Sawdey; 

Book Award Recipient Lynda Clarke; Foster  Scholar Samantha Slossar; Morgan Apple-for-the-Teacher Recipient Erin St. James; and Reichel Scholar Rachael Kazdan. Unable to 

attend were  Scholars Kimmily Lopez and  Maria Travis. 

Mt. Kilimanjaro, Tanzania      Photo by Samantha Wadsworth  2013 

More  
pictures  
on page 3 

On June 7, about 60 Alpha Alpha Chapter members and guests met to 

honor the chapter’s 2014 scholar award recipients. Those attending heard 

about the wisdom of climbing life’s ladder using input and support from 

others at each rung from from Mary Bastian Lecturer Rosalie Mower 

Gabbert, a charter Alpha Alpha member who has served as a classroom 

teacher, librarian, and puppeteer. The program also included a silent 

auction featuring a wide variety of items, many of them hand-crafted by 

chapter members, that raised $741 to support the Alpha Alpha scholar 

awards program. One donated item, a picture of the Northwood School in 

Hilton, that had been donated by Charter Member Betty Vary, was given 

to the Northwood School where it is being used to garner additional 

donations from that school’s faculty. 

June - July 2013 Alpha Alpha Chapter, Pi State, The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 

RIGHT: Mary Bastian speaker  Rosalie  

     Gabbert with long-time friend Dr. Frances 

          Moroney Whited.  Both were charter  

              members of Alpha Alpha Chapter. 

 

                              BELOW LEFT: Dr. Christine Murray,  

                                  who organized the silent auction,  

                                      reading the names of the  

                                         highest bidders on donated  

       items. 

LEFT: Welcoming 

participants at the 

registration table 

were Eileen 

Wuethrich, Linda 

Kotwas, and Sarisa 

Zoghlin. 
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From our President 

Greetings and  
sunshine to  
Alpha Alpha 
Members! 

  

As ever, our annual  

Awards Breakfast  

on June 7 was a  

great celebration  

and gathering of  

wonderful educators,  

their friends, and  

their families! It is so uplifting to reconnect 

with our Chapter’s continuing scholars and 

to hear how they are progressing along 

their educational pathways. Read about 

(and see photos) of our 2014 award 

recipients on pages 1 and 3. 

Congratulations to them all! 

  

Our fund-raising Silent Auction also 

featured delightful crafts and generous 

donations from Chapter members. More 

than $740 was raised, and many folks went 

home with new treasures as a result. Your 

support of this event means so much to the 

future of our Scholarships and Awards! 

Rosalie Mower Gabbert, charter Alpha 

Alpha member and author of Mr. Bee Man, 

was our Mary Bastian lecturer this year, 

delighting us with stories and lessons from 

her life. Our great thanks to her, and also to 

Monica Cosgrove and her entire 

Scholarship and Awards Committee for this 

wonderful celebration!  

  

Your officers and committee chairs met last 

month to plan Alpha Alpha’s 2014-2015 

programs. You can look forward to some 

favorite events as well as some new 

meeting and program ideas when we 

regroup in the fall. A draft schedule is found 

on page 4; the Newswheel will print the 

finalized meeting schedule in the next 

issue.   

  

Finally, I want to thank you all for allowing 

me the honor of serving as Chapter 

President for the past two years. It has 

given me opportunities to learn and grow, to 

use old and new skills, to move our work 

forward, and to enjoy the camaraderie of a 

wonderful group of women! I wish to thank 

YOU for helping make this last biennium 

such a strong and positive one for Alpha 

Alpha. We have streamlined our business 

meetings and have looked at more ways to 

encourage members to attend and 

participate. Our committees and talented 

program chairs have made our events very 

enjoyable and educational. I believe that a 

chapter is only as positive and vibrant as its 

members, and Alpha Alpha has such wise 

and willing women! 

  

As we enter the next biennium, I urge you 

all to continue to demonstrate how our 

worthy goals drive our actions. I know that 

Pam Eberhardt will continue to use her 

many talents and upbeat personality in 

Alpha Alpha’s leadership position, and I 

reassure her that we will all be there to 

support her and to strengthen our Chapter.  

  

So now, let’s greet the summer and 

celebrate another year of accomplishment 

and friendship in Alpha Alpha!  

  

Donna 

 

Donna Noble 

Birthdays 
Say “Happy Birthday” to these Alpha 

Alpha members in the near future: 
 

June 

 8  Glynis Hunt 

 8  SusanDodge-PetersDaiss 

 9  Mary Merle (Duryea) 

13  Anne O’Toole 

23  Esther Denaro Maltese 

24  Elaine Leshnower 

29  Linda Kotwas 

  

July 

18  Angelica Reyes Sanzotta 

22  Emily Volpe 

  

August 

13  Katie Andriatch 

14  Louise Slaughter 

29 Susan Hildenbrand 

                             The 2014 College at Brockport Reunion Weekend  attracted 

more than 450 alumni and friends to campus! Among them were Alpha Alpha member Jeanette 

Banker, who was Advisor to the Class of 1964, which was celebrating its 50th anniversary; and 

chapter member Mary Duryea Merle, who is a member of the Class of 1964. Jeanette is shown 

speaking as she was honored for her involvement with the class. Also shown are chapter 

members Anne O’Toole and Betty Svitavsky being entertained by a puppet, one of several that 

were handcrafted and manipulated by Brockport students during a tour of the new Liberal Arts 

Building as part of the reunion weekend. 

Chapter members at Brockport  
alumni reunion 
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ABOVE: Mary Ann Pietrzykowski, 

Mary Lou Galasso, and Anita Mance.  
 

ABOVE RIGHT: Laura Delehanty and 

Andrella Hurley. 
 

RIGHT: Incoming President Pam 

Eberhardt with Christine Murray and 

Diane Maurer. 

FAR LEFT: Bridget Bishop entertains during the meet-and-greet 

portion of the breakfast. 
 

LEFT: Friends Donna Noble and Carol St. George. 
 

BELOW: The polka-dot trio made up of Diane Maurer, Donna 

Noble, and Bridget Bishop. 

Photo Album: Scholar Awards Breakfast 

BELOW: All Alpha Alpha scholars at the 2014 breakfast-   

Back Row: Judy Fuller, one of the  first Reichel scholars and former chapter president; Imani Monroe; Mary Vacchetto; Lindsey Salvas; Amy Sawdey; Lynda Clarke; Samantha Slossar; Erin 

St. James; and Rachael Kazdan. In the front row are Annie Tran, incoming chapter Treasurer; new chapter member Andrella Hurley, and scholar graduate Emily Salvas.  

BELOW LEFT: Scholar Erin St. James, Mary Merle, and Fran Whited. 
 

BELOW CENTER: Rosalie Gabbert delivering the Mary Bastian Lecture. 
 

BELOW RIGHT:  Anne O’Toole and Rosemary Callard-Szulgit. 
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Planning committee sets topics, activities  
for 2014-15. 

ABOVE: At the planning committee meeting, Outgoing President Donna Noble was 

presented with a few commemorative gifts in appreciation for her outstanding 

leadership during this biennium. Past President Sue Genthner (standing) presented 

Donna with a chocolate bar as a token of how sweet it is to be a Past President, and 

a red Delta Kappa Gamma wallet with inserted messages and pictures created by 

planning committee members. 

ABOVE: Shown planning events for the coming academic year are planning committee members President-Elect Pam Eberhardt, Betsy Balzano, 

Rosemary Callard-Szulgit, Bridget Bishop, Gretchen Hughes, Monica Cosgrove, Leah Barrett, President Donna Noble, Anita Mance, Mary Ann 

Geonie, Sue Genthner, Elaine Leshnower, and Annie Tran. Not shown: photographer Judy Wadsworth. 

 

BELOW: Other planning committee members included Linda Kotwas, Anne O’Toole, Karen Velyk, and Lori Burch.  

On May 13, Alpha Alpha 

officers for the 2012-2014 

and 2014-2016 

bienniums, as well as 

committee chairs, met to 

establish topics and 

activities for the coming 

academic year.  The 

group established a 

theme for the year of the 

effects of technology as 

used professionally and 

personally. Among the 

topics to be discussed 

are how technology has 

changed the role of 

libraries and librarians, 

what students know that 

we don’t about 

technology, and how 

social media are 

impacting politics and 

campaigning. 

The dates for several of the meetings are still fluid until specific  

arrangements can be made, but the following is a tentative schedule: 
  

     Alpha Alpha Picnic at the home of President-Elect Pam Eberhardt – 

     August 13 (see page 7 to learn more); 
 

     How technology has changed the role of educators 

     (Personal Growth & Professional Affairs): Date to be determined –   

     (last week in September – first week in October); 
 

     West Central Area Conference – October 25, 9:00 am  

     (see page 6 to learn more); 
 

     What students know that we don’t about technology  

     (Communications & World Fellowships Committees) –  

     November 5 or 6 – date and time to be determined; 
 

     Holiday Social (Arts & Music Committee) –  December 14, 2:00 pm; 
 

     Legislative Brunch discussion of how social media have impacted  

     politics and campaigning (Legislative Committee) –  

     January 24, 9:30 am; 
 

     Helen E Quinn Award Banquet – March 26, 5:30 pm; 
 

     Founders’ Day & Alpha Alpha’s 60th Anniversary –  May 6, 5:30 pm; 
 

     Scholar Awards Breakfast – June 6, 8:30 am. 
 

 

More precise information will be distributed as it becomes known. 
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Poverty affects learning 
Public schools have long been seen as the great equalizer and bastion of democracy. Media coverage would 

have Americans believe that their public schools are failing and need to be replaced.  This column will present 

the other side of the story—to look at the successes of our public schools, the real issues they face, and the 

untruths being used to smear them.    - Judy Wadsworth, Editor 

 

 myth FACT vs 

America’s        public schools: Reformers claimed that poverty is just an excuse 
used by failing schools and teachers, but… 

 

 

Poverty in our region 
 

A recent report by the Rochester Area Community Foundation 

noted that Rochester is the 5th poorest among the 75 largest 

metro areas in America; it is the 2nd poorest among comparably 

sized American cities; it  has the 3rd highest concentration of 

extreme poverty among America’s top 100 metropolitan areas; 

and Rochester is home to the poorest large urban district in 

NYS. 
  

Within the 9-county region, the poverty rates for blacks and 

Hispanics are more than three times that of whites; but the 

majority of our region’s poor people (60%) are white. 
  

While the concentration of poor in Rochester is extreme, the 

majority of our region’s poor people (59%) live outside the city; 

even the ‘low poverty’ suburbs of Monroe County are home to 

more than 41,000 poor people. There are poor people in every 

city, town, and village in our region, with more than 160,000 

people living below the federal poverty level. 
  

Children are far more likely to be poor than adults in our region; 

19% of children are poor compared to 13% of all residents; in 

Rochester 46% of children are poor compared with 31% of the 

total population. 
  

Blacks and Hispanics are far more likely to be poor than whites 

in our region. The poverty rate for blacks is 34%, for Hispanics 

is 33%, and for whites is 10%.  And blacks and Hispanics have 

a much higher rate of poverty in Rochester than they do 

elsewhere in NYS or the US. Those in female-headed 

households, especially those with children younger than 5, 

experience a far greater poverty rate than other families. 
 

Public education is the largest public service provided within 

Rochester. The fact that poverty exerts a strong influence on 

educational outcomes is well documented. Some reformers 

insist that educational progress is possible independent of 

initiatives to alleviate poverty, but evidence indicates that while 

some progress can be made among children living in poverty, 

that progress is likely narrow and difficult to sustain.  While the 

overall city poverty rate is 31%, poverty among Rochester city 

school students is 88%. It is reasonable to assume that more of 

Rochester’s children not living in poverty attend charter or 

private schools, or are home-schooled. 

Effects of poverty on learning 
 

New Yorkers often hear about the horrible graduation rates in NYS cities but they 

also have the largest percentage of economically disadvantaged students as a 

proportion of their school populations.  The graph shows that 75% of the public 

school students that entered 9th grade in 2008 in the big cities of NYS received 

free or reduced-priced lunch, and their graduation rates were low. Only 8% of the 

students in low-needs districts (mostly wealthy, suburban districts) received free 

or reduced-priced lunch. Their graduation rates were very high–not only for their 

middle-class students, but for poor students as well.  In low-needs schools, the 

graduation rate for economically disadvantaged students was 85%–well above 

the state average  

for all students.   

 

The graph shows 

that concentration 

of poverty as well 

as inequitable 

funding have a 

negative effect on 

learning outcomes. 

SOURCES: 
 

Edward Doherty. Poverty and the Concentration of Poverty in the Nine-County  

Greater Rochester Area. Rochester Area Community Foundation. December 2013    

http://www.racf.org/Portals/0/Uploads/Documents/Poverty%20Report%20for%20Web.pdf  

For more on childhood poverty and its effects at the national level, see “The State of America’s Children 2014.”  

Children’s Defense Fund, Washington, D.C.  

http://www.childrensdefense.org/child-research-data-publications/state-of-americas-children  

Carol Burris. “Poverty and Graduation Rates in NY.” Washington Post/Answeer Sheet blog. July 2, 2013  

To read more about NY State graduation rates, tougher standards and poverty go to:  

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/answer-sheet/wp/2013/07/01/new-yorks-graduation-gap-widens/ 

http://roundtheinkwell.com/2013/07/02/poverty-and-graduation-rates-in-ny/Round the Inkwell  

Mike Doughty, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, Monroe #1 BOCES Weekly Bulletin.  Volume V, No. 20. November 11, 2013 

The graph below compares the average proficiency 

rates on ELA and math exams with percentage of 

students eligible for free or reduced-price lunch for the 

19 school districts of Monroe County. The total number 

of 3-8 ELA and math assessments that students took in 

spring of 2013 was 63,243. Of that total, 46.6% of the 

scores reached proficiency (3-4). Of those tests, 19,981 

of them were taken by students eligible for free or 

reduced-price lunch. Of those 19,981 tests, only 22.0% 

of the scores reached proficiency. According to the 

Children’s Defense Fund, which compiled U.S. Census 

data, “In 2010, 16.4 million children were poor in our 

nation, and 7.4 million of those children lived in extreme 

poverty.” The problem exists even in Suburban Monroe 

County.  

ABOVE: One of the poorest school 

districts in upstate NYS (Rochester)  

is only 1.5 miles from one of the 

richest school districts (Pittsford)  

in upstate NYS. RACF, 12/2013. 
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Achievement gaps persist. 
Public schools have long been seen as the great equalizer and bastion of democracy. Media coverage would 

have Americans believe that their public schools are failing and need to be replaced.  This column will present 

the other side of the story—to look at the successes of our public schools, the real issues they face, and the 

untruths being used to smear them.    - Judy Wadsworth, Editor 

 

 myth FACT vs 

America’s        public schools: Reformers claimed that their reforms would 
eliminate achievement gaps, but 

SOURCE FOR GRAPHS: 

Erika Rosenberg. “The long view on student testing: Ups and downs, but acheivement gap persists.” Center for Governmental Research 

(Rochester, NY). June 26, 2013 

http://www.policy-wonk.org/erika-rosenberg/the-long-view-on-student-testing-ups-and-downs-but-achievement-gap-persists/ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Spring of 2013 saw test aligned with the 

Common Core, and test scores used for 

teacher evaluations. 
 

The push-back against testing and 

increased accountability has grown. Under 

NYS’s accountability system, schools are 

required to make progress on test results 

with all groups of students, and schools 

that have been unable to make progress 

have been cited or closed. With all the new 

laws and regulations, however, it is clear 

from the data that the same groups that 

historically have had lower school 

achievement, such as low-income, African 

American and Hispanic students, still 

struggle to meet higher and higher 

standards. 
 

This continuing gap is seen in the results 

of the NYS 4th grade math and English 

exams, which were revised in 2010. After 

research indicated that the tests did not 

accurately assess skills, the passing 

thresholds were increased so that students 

had to complete more of the test correctly 

in order to pass. 
 

The charts show that passing rates in 4th 

grade were lower among low income, 

African American and Hispanic students 

(the bottom 3 lines) before the revisions in 

2010, that they plummeted in 2010, and 

that they made gains thereafter but not 

enough to close the gap.     
 

With this year’s Common Core-aligned 

tests, overall pass rates fell for all 

students, in particular for disadvantaged 

students. The Common Core promises to 

level the playing field by delivering 

rigorous content and instruction to all 

students. But other reforms in the last 

decades that have promised to close 

achievement gaps have failed to do so, 

and unless steps are taken to overcome 

the effects of poverty, this new reform is 

unlikely to succeed either. By itself, raising 

the bar doesn’t help needy students leap 

higher. 

Edward Frascino, 

The New Yorker  

Just 
for 
fun 
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Wednesday, August 13 – Noon    

Pam Eberhardt’s home 

591 Scottsville Chili Road (Rte 386), Scottsville 

By August 6, contact Pam  

at 889-2754 or pamlynn@frontiernet.net. 

PLEASE BRING A DISH TO PASS 
 Check with Pam  to learn what  is needed when you RSVP.  

Please also bring $5.00 to cover the cost of picnic supplies;  

any balance will be applied to our scholar awards fund. 

Rain or Shine 
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Judy Wadsworth, Editor 

judithw@frontiernet.net 

 

2012-2014 Alpha Alpha Officers  

President  Donna Noble           377-0715  

1st Vice President   

2nd Vice President   Judy Wadsworth     442-4737 

Secretary      Karen Velyk            334-7795 

Treasurer           Pamela Eberhardt   889-2754 

Parliamentarian         Anne O’Toole          637-6734 

Past President  Sue Genthner          637-5103 
 

2014-2016 Alpha Alpha Officers  

President  Pamela Eberhardt   889-2754 

1st Vice President Betsy Balzano         594-0314  

2nd Vice President   Lori Burch               520-7512 

Secretary      Mary Ann Geonie    637-0045 

Treasurer           Annie Tran              406-5706 

Parliamentarian         Anne O’Toole          637-6734 

Past President  Donna Noble           377-0715  

Alpha Alpha questions?  

Seek answers at 

http://WWW.dkgalphaalpha.org 

Alpha Alpha Chapter, Pi State,  

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
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Tree honors  

            Betty  

            Vary 

A tree has been planted on 

the south lawn of the Alumni 

House at the College at 

Brockport to commemorate 

the accomplishments of 

Alpha Alpha Charter Member 

Betty Vary in the field of 

education and, in particular, 

her contributions to  the 

College at Brockport and the 

Alumni Association. 


