
ABOVE: 2014 Alpha Alpha scholars (left to right)-  Bishop Scholar Imani Monroe; Vary Scholar Mary Vacchetto; Whited Scholar Lindsey Salvas; Luskey Scholar Amy Sawdey; 

Book Award Recipient Lynda Clarke; Foster  Scholar Samantha Slossar; Morgan Apple-for-the-Teacher Recipient Erin St. James; and Reichel Scholar Rachael Kazdan. Unable to 

attend were  Scholars Kimmily Lopez and  Maria Travis. 

Mt. Kilimanjaro, Tanzania      Photo by Samantha Wadsworth  2013 

More  
pictures  
on page 3 

On June 7, about 60 Alpha Alpha Chapter members and guests met to 

honor the chapterôs 2014 scholar award recipients. Those attending heard 

about the wisdom of climbing lifeôs ladder using input and support from 

others at each rung from from Mary Bastian Lecturer Rosalie Mower 

Gabbert, a charter Alpha Alpha member who has served as a classroom 

teacher, librarian, and puppeteer. The program also included a silent 

auction featuring a wide variety of items, many of them hand-crafted by 

chapter members, that raised $741 to support the Alpha Alpha scholar 

awards program. One donated item, a picture of the Northwood School in 

Hilton, that had been donated by Charter Member Betty Vary, was given 

to the Northwood School where it is being used to garner additional 

donations from that schoolôs faculty. 
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RIGHT: Mary Bastian speaker  Rosalie  

     Gabbert with long-time friend Dr. Frances 

          Moroney Whited.  Both were charter  

              members of Alpha Alpha Chapter. 

 

                              BELOW LEFT: Dr. Christine Murray,  

                                  who organized the silent auction,  

                                      reading the names of the  

                                         highest bidders on donated  

       items. 

LEFT: Welcoming 

participants at the 

registration table 

were Eileen 

Wuethrich, Linda 

Kotwas, and Sarisa 

Zoghlin. 
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From our President 

Greetings and  
sunshine to  
Alpha Alpha 
Members! 

  

As ever, our annual  

Awards Breakfast  

on June 7 was a  

great celebration  

and gathering of  

wonderful educators,  

their friends, and  

their families! It is so uplifting to reconnect 

with our Chapterôs continuing scholars and 

to hear how they are progressing along 

their educational pathways. Read about 

(and see photos) of our 2014 award 

recipients on pages 1 and 3. 

Congratulations to them all! 

  

Our fund-raising Silent Auction also 

featured delightful crafts and generous 

donations from Chapter members. More 

than $740 was raised, and many folks went 

home with new treasures as a result. Your 

support of this event means so much to the 

future of our Scholarships and Awards! 

Rosalie Mower Gabbert, charter Alpha 

Alpha member and author of Mr. Bee Man, 

was our Mary Bastian lecturer this year, 

delighting us with stories and lessons from 

her life. Our great thanks to her, and also to 

Monica Cosgrove and her entire 

Scholarship and Awards Committee for this 

wonderful celebration!  

  

Your officers and committee chairs met last 

month to plan Alpha Alphaôs 2014-2015 

programs. You can look forward to some 

favorite events as well as some new 

meeting and program ideas when we 

regroup in the fall. A draft schedule is found 

on page 4; the Newswheel will print the 

finalized meeting schedule in the next 

issue.   

  

Finally, I want to thank you all for allowing 

me the honor of serving as Chapter 

President for the past two years. It has 

given me opportunities to learn and grow, to 

use old and new skills, to move our work 

forward, and to enjoy the camaraderie of a 

wonderful group of women! I wish to thank 

YOU for helping make this last biennium 

such a strong and positive one for Alpha 

Alpha. We have streamlined our business 

meetings and have looked at more ways to 

encourage members to attend and 

participate. Our committees and talented 

program chairs have made our events very 

enjoyable and educational. I believe that a 

chapter is only as positive and vibrant as its 

members, and Alpha Alpha has such wise 

and willing women! 

  

As we enter the next biennium, I urge you 

all to continue to demonstrate how our 

worthy goals drive our actions. I know that 

Pam Eberhardt will continue to use her 

many talents and upbeat personality in 

Alpha Alphaôs leadership position, and I 

reassure her that we will all be there to 

support her and to strengthen our Chapter.  

  

So now, letôs greet the summer and 

celebrate another year of accomplishment 

and friendship in Alpha Alpha!  

  

Donna  

 

Donna Noble 

Birthdays 
Say ñHappy Birthdayò to these Alpha 

Alpha members in the near future: 
 

June 

 8  Glynis Hunt 

 8  SusanDodge-PetersDaiss 

 9  Mary Merle (Duryea) 

13  Anne OôToole 

23  Esther Denaro Maltese 

24  Elaine Leshnower 

29  Linda Kotwas 

  

July 

18  Angelica Reyes Sanzotta 

22  Emily Volpe 

  

August 

13  Katie Andriatch 

14  Louise Slaughter 

29 Susan Hildenbrand 

                             The 2014 College at Brockport Reunion Weekend  attracted 

more than 450 alumni and friends to campus! Among them were Alpha Alpha member Jeanette 

Banker, who was Advisor to the Class of 1964, which was celebrating its 50th anniversary; and 

chapter member Mary Duryea Merle, who is a member of the Class of 1964. Jeanette is shown 

speaking as she was honored for her involvement with the class. Also shown are chapter 

members Anne OôToole and Betty Svitavsky being entertained by a puppet, one of several that 

were handcrafted and manipulated by Brockport students during a tour of the new Liberal Arts 

Building as part of the reunion weekend. 

Chapter members at Brockport  
alumni reunion 
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ABOVE: Mary Ann Pietrzykowski, 

Mary Lou Galasso, and Anita Mance.  
 

ABOVE RIGHT: Laura Delehanty and 

Andrella Hurley. 
 

RIGHT: Incoming President Pam 

Eberhardt with Christine Murray and 

Diane Maurer. 

FAR LEFT: Bridget Bishop entertains during the meet-and-greet 

portion of the breakfast. 
 

LEFT: Friends Donna Noble and Carol St. George. 
 

BELOW: The polka-dot trio made up of Diane Maurer, Donna 

Noble, and Bridget Bishop. 

Photo Album: Scholar Awards Breakfast 

BELOW: All Alpha Alpha scholars at the 2014 breakfast-   

Back Row: Judy Fuller, one of the  first Reichel scholars and former chapter president; Imani Monroe; Mary Vacchetto; Lindsey Salvas; Amy Sawdey; Lynda Clarke; Samantha Slossar; Erin 

St. James; and Rachael Kazdan. In the front row are Annie Tran, incoming chapter Treasurer; new chapter member Andrella Hurley, and scholar graduate Emily Salvas.  

BELOW LEFT: Scholar Erin St. James, Mary Merle, and Fran Whited. 
 

BELOW CENTER: Rosalie Gabbert delivering the Mary Bastian Lecture. 
 

BELOW RIGHT:  Anne OôToole and Rosemary Callard-Szulgit. 
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Planning committee sets topics, activities  
for 2014-15. 

ABOVE: At the planning committee meeting, Outgoing President Donna Noble was 

presented with a few commemorative gifts in appreciation for her outstanding 

leadership during this biennium. Past President Sue Genthner (standing) presented 

Donna with a chocolate bar as a token of how sweet it is to be a Past President, and 

a red Delta Kappa Gamma wallet with inserted messages and pictures created by 

planning committee members. 

ABOVE: Shown planning events for the coming academic year are planning committee members President-Elect Pam Eberhardt, Betsy Balzano, 

Rosemary Callard-Szulgit, Bridget Bishop, Gretchen Hughes, Monica Cosgrove, Leah Barrett, President Donna Noble, Anita Mance, Mary Ann 

Geonie, Sue Genthner, Elaine Leshnower, and Annie Tran. Not shown: photographer Judy Wadsworth. 

 

BELOW: Other planning committee members included Linda Kotwas, Anne OôToole, Karen Velyk, and Lori Burch.  

On May 13, Alpha Alpha 

officers for the 2012-2014 

and 2014-2016 

bienniums, as well as 

committee chairs, met to 

establish topics and 

activities for the coming 

academic year.  The 

group established a 

theme for the year of the 

effects of technology as 

used professionally and 

personally. Among the 

topics to be discussed 

are how technology has 

changed the role of 

libraries and librarians, 

what students know that 

we donôt about 

technology, and how 

social media are 

impacting politics and 

campaigning. 

The dates for several of the meetings are still fluid until specific  

arrangements can be made, but the following is a tentative schedule: 
  

     Alpha Alpha Picnic at the home of President-Elect Pam Eberhardt ï 

     August 13 (see page 7 to learn more); 
 

     How technology has changed the role of educators 

     (Personal Growth & Professional Affairs): Date to be determined ï   

     (last week in September ï first week in October); 
 

     West Central Area Conference ï October 25, 9:00 am  

     (see page 6 to learn more); 
 

     What students know that we donôt about technology  

     (Communications & World Fellowships Committees) ï  

     November 5 or 6 ï date and time to be determined; 
 

     Holiday Social (Arts & Music Committee) ï  December 14, 2:00 pm; 
 

     Legislative Brunch discussion of how social media have impacted  

     politics and campaigning (Legislative Committee) ï  

     January 24, 9:30 am; 
 

     Helen E Quinn Award Banquet ï March 26, 5:30 pm; 
 

     Foundersô Day & Alpha Alphaôs 60th Anniversary ï  May 6, 5:30 pm; 
 

     Scholar Awards Breakfast ï June 6, 8:30 am. 
 

 

More precise information will be distributed as it becomes known. 


