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ABOVE: Shown at the March 25 Alpha Alpha meeting are 2015 Helen E. Quinn Award recipient Ann Bayley, Quinn Award 
Committee Co-Chair Sarisa Zoghlin, and Jeanette Banker who shared the contributions of Helen Quinn during the program.

Donna Noble photo

This year’s award was the 23rd time that Alpha Alpha Chapter honored a woman who 
supports education and students while at the same time honoring Charter Member Helen 
E. Quinn. Helen was the second president of our chapter as well as an inspiring teacher 
and guidance counselor.  Helen’s career in education spanned close to 40 years in the 
West Irondequoit Central School District. She served the district as a middle school 
teacher, reading specialist, librarian, and counselor. She was respected throughout the 
area for developing and implementing successful counseling programs that became 
models of educational practice.  Helen was a dedicated member of our chapter and Pi 
State, serving the former group as president and long-term member of the Scholarship 
Committee, and the latter group as chairperson of the Coordinating Council and as a 
member of its Indian Affairs Committee. More pictures on page 3.

In recognition of her volunteer work in 
Rochester City schools, Ann Bayley, a 
retired high school science teacher, 
received the 2015 Helen E. Quinn 
Service to Education Award from Alpha 
Alpha Chapter at its award Quinn 
Award Dinner on March 25. 

Ann was an organizer of the Saturday 
Academy and taught elementary 
science at the academy for many 
years. Ann has been a leader in 
encouraging individual and 
organizational volunteer support for 
school programs. As Chairperson of 
the Schools Partnership Committee, 
she organized many fundraising events 
to support field trips, library book 
purchases, and supplies. She also 
helped to plan and operate three 
summer reading programs for city 
school children, lunch-time reading 
activities during the school year, and a 
reading program that provides books 
and tutors.

Most recently, Ann organized a school 
attendance improvement program and 
an initiative to increase parent 
participation with reading and school. 
She is now working in a new initiative 
at School 22 named HOSTS, which 
provides volunteers to work with 
individual students to provide daily 
tutoring.
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From our President

Dear Alpha Alpha
Members,

The Quinn Dinner 
honoring Ann 
Bayley at the 
Ridgemont
Country Club 
was delightful, 
well attended,  
and, as we’ve 
come to expect –
included great food!  

Ann is part of a small group of 
volunteers who works with children 
in the City School District, primarily 
at School 22, and who have been 
volunteering together for over 20 
years.  They specialize in providing 
individual attention and reading 
support.  Many thanks to Sarisa
Zhoglin, Mary Lou Galasso and 
committee for such a wonderful 
evening. 

Our Book Raffle fundraiser brought 
in $202 for the 60th Anniversary 
Goal of $6000.   Thank you to Anne 
O’Toole and committee for a 
smoothly run raffle and to everyone 
who provided such a great 
selection of books!  

A huge thank you and 
congratulations to Lynne Keefer for 
nominating one of her students for 
the Pi State Gladys Mersereau
Award given to a student whose 
education was interrupted but who 
persevered.  Pi State President 
Joyce Tang will present the award 
($1,500.00) to Aneesah Willis at our 
Founder’s Day Meeting May 6.  
Please make every effort to attend 
this exciting and moving evening.

Keep walking those Extra Steps for 
Scholars!

Pam E

Birthdays
Say “Happy Birthday” to these Alpha 
Alpha members in the near future:

April 
17  Leah Barrett
17  Betty Vary
22  Linda Muto
22  Karen Velyk
24 Mary Ann Geonie

May
8  Tracy Maggio
21  Carol St. George
22 Mary Anne Pietrzykowski
24  Joan Fenton
28  Monica Cosgrove
29 Betsy Balzano

June
8  Glynis Hunt
8  SusanDodge-PetersDaiss
9  Mary Duryea Merle 
13  Anne O’Toole
23  Esther Denaro Maltese
24  Elaine Leshnower
29  Linda Kotwas

Pam Eberhardt

The Women of Power awards were 
given by Priceless Vessels, Inc., a 
group that seeks to empower 
women for success. Other recipients 
this year included a physician, the 
leader of a community organization, 
a clergywoman, and a newspaper 
editor. They were selected because 
of their diverse leadership roles. 

RIGHT: Dr. Young in the 1970s and today.

Former Alpha Alpha president honored 

The 1974-1976 President of Alpha Alpha Chapter, Dr. Alice Holloway 
Young, is one of five local women to receive the Women of Power 
Award which will be given for the first time ever on April 11, 2015 
during a luncheon at the Memorial Art Gallery. Dr. Young is a 
founding trustee of Monroe Community College, and as its chair from 
1978 to 1998, she shaped the direction of the college. She was an 
educator in the Rochester City School District for 40 years; she was 
among the first African-American teachers, and the first African-
American to hold the titles of reading specialist, vice principal, and 
principal. When she retired in 1985, she held the position of 
supervising director of elementary instruction.

Source: DemocratandChronicle.com: http://on.rocne.ws/1HcduMV

The Winter 2015 edition 
of Pi Lights features 
Alpha Alpha members 
and activities.

* An article on page 9 describes 
our January 24 Legislative 
Brunch.  

* An article on Pi State music 
opportunities, written by our 
own Bridget Bishop, includes a 
picture of Bridget directing the Pi 
State choir.

* A description of the October 
2014 West Central Area 
Conference includes pictures of 
Pam Eberhardt, Sue Genthner, 
and Gretchen Hughes.
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Photo Album: Quinn Dinner & book sale

ABOVE LEFT: Educators at Rochester’s School 22 attending the March 25 meeting are Jillian 
Hackett, kindergarten teacher; Christina Messore, billingual teacher; Ann Bayley, volunteer 
program director; and Colleen Tyler, teacher and Alpha Alpha member.

RIGHT-HAND PICTURES, TOP TO BOTTOM:

Anne O’Toole setting up the book sale.  The book sale is a traditional fund-
raiser for Alpha Alpha scholar award funds hosted during the Helen E. Quinn 
Award dinner. Anne has spearheaded this effort for more than a decade. 
More information on the book sale is found on page 5.

Anita Mance and Donna Noble at the registration/welcome table. 

Dr. Lesli Myers, Superintendent of Brockport Central School District, with 
Dr. Ena Farley. Dr. Myers has been nominated for Delta Kappa Gamma 
membership.

Jeanette Banker nominating Dr. Lesli Myers for membership in Delta Kappa
Gamma and Alpha Alpha Chapter.

Ann Bayley with Alpha Alpha President Pam Eberhardt after being presented 
with the Helen E. Quinn Award.

BELOW: “The Jingle Belles” jingling for Steps for Scholars, to encourage more 
folks to sign up for this truly worthy cause—to raise funds for Alpha Alpha scholar award 
funds while improving participants’ health. The words to the jingle were written by Joan 
Fenton. More about Steps for Scholars can be found on page 5. The Jingle Belles performing 
are Gretchen Hughes, Sue Genthner, Lori Burch, Bridget Bishop, Mary Lou Galasso, Joan 
Fenton, Donna Noble, and Elaine Leshnower.

Photos on this page by Bridget Bishop, Lori Burch, and Mary Lou Galasso.



We are well on our way to reach or even exceed our goal of $6,000 to support our scholar 
awards program.
We received early donations totaling $750.00.
The President’s Holiday Letter brought in $3148.00.
The sale of colorful afghans hand crafted by Gretchen Hughes added $160.00 to the cause. 
A raffle held on January 24  raised $115.  
The book sale held on March 25 raised $202.00.
In addition, our “Extra Steps for Scholars” initiative has raised  $255.00 to date.  

So far, our grand total is $4,630.00 (that’s more than 77% of our goal).

Thank you for your continuing support of our  fundraising effort. 
To learn more, contact us at:

Bridget Bishop (585 637-2422 or meanmom5@rochester.rr.com) 
Linda Kotwas (585-755-8778 or  lmkotwas@aol.com). 

Bridget & Linda, 
Co-Chairs, $6,000 for our 60th Campaign

1955 - 2015
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$225.00 – “Extra Steps for Scholars”
$202.00 – book sale at Quinn Dinner
$115.00 – Raffle on January 24 
$160.00 – Sale of hand-crafted afghans
$3148.00 – President’s Holiday Letter
$750.00 – Early Contributions

$4600.00 – Grand Total so far 
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Enjoy the benefits of walking while supporting the scholar award fund. 
Pledge to walk 4,000 “extra” steps (2 miles). To learn more, contact 
Joan Fenton rfenton@rochester.rr.com or  585-637-4929;  or  
Mary Lou Galasso mgalass1@rochester.rr.com or 585-865-3133. 

Joan Fenton created this little poem to inspire us as we 
participate in Extra Steps for Scholars: 

We’re the merry walkers.
We like to walk each day.
It keeps us strong and healthy.
It keeps old age away.

We’re the merry walkers.
When we walk we look around.
We see new things.
We smile at folks.
We never wear a frown.

We’re the merry walkers.
We know that what we do,
Prolongs a healthy lifestyle.
AND it can do the same for you and you and you!!

Lori Burch photo

Alpha Alpha members, who tend to be voracious readers, toted in 
hundreds of books to donate to our annual book sale that benefits the 
chapter’s scholar award funds. The focus this year was on 
biographies but as always there was a wide variety of genres.

The picture shows
one of several
tables set up with
the donated books
as well as bags in
which interested
potential buyers
placed a raffle 
ticket. 

Anne O’Toole 
has organized 
this fund raiser 
for many years.
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A reading recommendation: 

50 Myths & Lies That Threaten America’s Public 

Schools.

By David Berliner, Gene Glass, et.al.
Teachers College Press, Columbia University, 2014.

David C. Berliner is Regents’ Professor of Education 
Emeritus at Arizona State University. He has also 
taught at the Universities of Arizona and  
Massachusetts, at Teachers College and Stanford 
University, and at universities in Canada, Australia, and 
Europe. He is a member of the National Academy of 
Education, the International Academy of Education, 
and a past president of both the American Educational 
Research Association (AERA) and the Division of 
Educational Psychology of the American Psychological 
Association (APA).

Among his best known works is the book co-authored 
with J. B. Biddle, The manufactured crisis, and the 
book co-authored with Sharon Nichols, Collateral 
damage: How high-stakes testing corrupts American 

education. He co-edited the first Handbook of 
educational psychology and the books Talks 

to teachers, and Perspectives on instructional time. His 
most recent book, 50 Myths and Lies that Threaten 

America’s Public Schools, was co-authored with Gene 
V Glass and students, and published in March, 2014.

Gene V Glass is a statistician and researcher working 
in educational psychology and the social sciences. He 
coined the term “meta-analysis” in 1976. The most 
extensive illustration of the technique was to the 
literature on psychology outcome studies, published in 
1980 under the title Benefits of Psychotherapy by Mary 
Lee Smith, Gene V Glass, and Thomas I. Miller. Glass 
is a Regents' Professor Emeritus at Arizona State 
University in both the educational leadership and policy 
studies and psychology in education divisions. 
Currently he is a Senior Researcher at the National 
Education Policy in the School of Education at the 
University of Colorado Boulder. He is an elected 
member of the National Academy of Education.

50 Myths & Lies That Threaten 

America’s Public Schools:

The Real Crisis in Education

If you’re looking for data and well-presented arguments to refute the current attacks on public 
schools, here’s a superior resource. 50 Myths & Lies That Threaten America’s Public Schools 

exposes and debunks the prevalent myths and lies about our public education system. The book 
also identifies “the promoters of the hoax and points out how their interests are served by 
encouraging false beliefs.”

The book’s dedication sets its tone:
To our nation’s teachers, often underpaid and underappreciated, expected to reach unattainable 

goals with inadequate tools, who still have managed to make our public schools the path to self-

fulfillment for generations of Americans.

The authors note that the promotion of anti-public-school myths has resulted in widespread 
mis-beliefs that public schools are inferior to private schools, to charter schools, and to schools 
in other countries. Many citizens have been fooled by promoters of the hoax into believing that 
teachers should be fired if their students don’t score well on standardized tests.  The myth of 
failure has been created and perpetrated by political and economic interests that would gain 
from destroying the traditional system. The book includes chapters on 50 myths that deal with 
such issues as:

This book provides evidence that current education reform efforts in the U.S. are moving in the 
opposite direction from the path that would provide true improvement in learning for all students 
whatever their origins or challenges.

International test scores
Private, charter, and cyber schools
Home schooling
Influence of teachers
Teacher pay
Merit pay
Teacher talent in schools serving the poor
Teacher unions
Tenure
Assessment and accountability
Class size
Flunking
Tracking

Immersion vs bilingual programs
Zero tolerance
Character education
Bullying
Integration
School funding
Tuition tax credits
Student mastery
Economic effects of public schools
High school exit exams
Value of AP programs
SAT, ACT tests
IQ tests.

Gene V Glass

This article first appeared in the March 2015 edition of News 

Scope, the newsletter of the Monroe County School Boards 
Association.
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CALL TO ORDER: 8:45pm
President P. Eberhardt thanked the Helen E. Quinn Committee: 
R.Callard Szulgit, ML Galasso, A,O’Toole, S.Zoghlin for a wonderful 
evening, and welcomed quests..

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: from January 24, 2015 as printed in the 
Newswheel. Motion: D.Noble, seconded by G.Hughes. Motioned 
carried.

CORRESPONDENCE: MA Geonie – none received this month.

TREASURER’S REPORT: P. Eberhardt presented report for 
A.Tran:
Checkbook Balance as of December 31, 2014        $9,520.09
Checkbook Balance as of January 31, 2015             $9,534.49
Checkbook Balance as of February 28, 2015          $9,534.49
Operating Fund Balance:                                          $8,664.75

As of June 30, 2014
Brockport Endowment Funds Summary:               $177,584.21
FLACE Funds Summary:                                        $23,190.60

COMMITTEE REORTS:

Campaign: B.Bishop: As of present we have raised $3,599.00. The 
Wine Tasting Night will be held in September of this year at the 
Ontario Winery in Hilton, NY. If you are interested in helping please 
get in touch with Bridget Bishop. 
Our talented singing ladies led by Joan Fenton have extended The 
Steps for Scholars Program.  Spring is coming so let’s get stepping!

Membership: L.Kotwas: reported we have three new candidates 
this year. Last month Jill Harris sponsored by Annie Tran 
was voted on and approved. Tonight during new business 
we will vote on the other two candidates. 

Awards: E. Leshnower: Reminder we have until March 30
to nominate a member for the Outstanding Service Award. 
Please check the updated email that was sent.  

Remembrance: P.Quamo: If you want a special card sent 
to a member,  let Pam know and she will take care of it. She
has sent cards recently to Mary Ingersoll. Cards can be sent
by members to Mary Ingersoll to her home and they will be 
delivered to her.

Remaining 2014-2015 Newswheel deadlines
Publication of Newswheel is related to the chapter meeting schedule, to promote 
upcoming events and to report on those that have just occurred.  The remaining 
Newswheel deadlines for this program year are: May 9,  and June 14.

Remaining 2014-15  Alpha Alpha Meetings 
Wednesday, May 6 Founders’ Day, 60th Anniversary, Member Initiation 
5:30 pm (History & Membership) - Lakeshore Country Club

Saturday, May 30 Annual Alpha Alpha Awards Breakfast
9:00 am (Awards & Scholarships ) - New York Room, Cooper Hall, College at Brockport

The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
Alpha Alpha Chapter

Minutes of March 25, 2015 Meeting
Ridgemont Country Club

23rd Helen E. Quinn Service to Education Award Dinner
Recipient Ann Bayley

ATTENDANCE: J.Banker, B.Bishop, L.Burch, P.Eberhardt, E.Farley J.Fenton, R.Freedman-Baum, J.Fuller, M.Galasso, S,Genthner, M.Geonie, 
G.Hughes, D.Jones, L.Kotwas, E.Leshnower, A.Mance, D.Maurer, L.Montanaro, D.Noble, A.O’Toole, M.Pietrzykowski, F.Prather, P.Quamo, 
M.Scott, C.Tyler, Sr. E. Weaver, F.Whited, E.Wuethrich, S.Zoghlin

GUESTS: Carrie Archie, Jillian Hackett, Kim Mendelson, Christina Messore, John Moody, Dr. Lesli Myers, Andrea Porter, Joe Simpson, Mary 
Welch

BUSINESS MEETING:

COMMITTEE REORTS:
Communications: L.Burch: has sent out in the past week emails 
explaining the split of responsibilities of corresponding to us between her 
and Judy Wadsworth.  If you haven’t received these emails please get in 
touch with Lori.

OLD BUSINESS: 
Pi State Raffle tickets have been emailed out, please return to Pam; she 
needs to get them sent in before the State Conference April 24th.

NEW BUSINESS: 
A vote was held for our two new member candidates:  B.Bishop and 
D.Noble are co-sponsoring Kory Hart a Retired Brockport Middle School 
Teacher; LKotwas made the motion, seconded by D.Noble, motion 
carried. J.Banker and F.Whited are sponsoring Lesli Myers, current 
Superintendent of Brockport Central school District; L.Kotwasmade the 
motion, seconded by E.Leshnower, motion carried.

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
Pi State Convention, April 24-26th, Mary Ann Geonie will attend for 
President Pam Eberhardt.
May Meeting: J.Fuller: Pi State President Joyce Tang will be attending. 
A registration form will be sent out for this combined meeting of 
Founder’s Day celebrating the 60th Anniversary of Alpha Alpha Chapter. 
Tonight’s Book Raffle Proceeds: $196.00. (NOTE: After the meeting, this 
total was increased to $202.00.)

ADJOURMENT: 9:11pm.
Mary Ann Geonie. Secretary



Join your Alpha Alpha colleagues to celebrate the founding 
of The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 

as well as the founding of our own Chapter.

Lake Shore Country Club 
1165 Greenleaf Road · Rochester,  NY  14612

Wednesday, May 6, 2015

5:15 Gathering and perusal of scrapbooks, old and new
5:45 Founders’ Day Ceremony, 60th Anniversary Celebration,

& Membership Recognition
6:15 Dinner and discussions
7:30  Meeting 

******************************************************************************************

REGISTRATION:
Please send this completed form and a check for $30 per person payable to Alpha Alpha
Chapter by Friday, May 1, to Judy A. Fuller at 25 Ewer Avenue, Rochester, New York 
14622 OR call her at 585-271-4361 to reserve a seat and a meal with plans to pay once you 
arrive. Thank you!
Dinner Choices (indicate your choice from the list below):   

Chicken: Homestyle chicken breast
Fish: Lemon broiled haddock 
Pork: Grilled pork with apple sage dressing
Vegetarian: Pasta primavera

Name _________________________________ Meal choice ___________________

Guest (s) ______________________________ Meal choice ___________________

______________________________________ Meal choice ___________________

Total included: ________________

1955 - 2015

Alpha Alpha Chapter, Pi State, The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
”!                     
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Judy Wadsworth, Editor
judithw@frontiernet.net

2014-2016 Alpha Alpha Officers 

President Pamela Eberhardt   889-2754
1st Vice President Betsy Balzano         594-0314 
2nd Vice President  Lori Burch               520-7512
Secretary     Mary Ann Geonie 637-0045
Treasurer          Annie Tran              406-3706
Parliamentarian        Gretchen Hughes    865-2822
Past President Donna Noble   377-0715 

Looking for ways to support students?
The Center for Youth provides 
comprehensive programs and services 
from prevention education to counseling 
to emergency shelter to youth develop-
ment opportunities, with respect for and 
full participation of youth. The Center 
delivers these services with the “deep 
belief that young people, given information 
and support, want to and can make their 
own positive life choices.”  Part of the agency’s effectiveness depends on volunteer support. 

If you’d like to be involved, here are some opportunities:

- After-school program at Urban Choice Charter School, 3:30-6:30 pm daily, serving 80 K-8th graders; 

- Morning program at Monroe High School, 7:30-8:30 am daily, serving 80 7th graders, including enrichment  
activities;  

- Tutoring in English, science and math at The Center for Youth for young people studying for the TASC exam 
(formerly known as the GED); 

- Assist with the group’s biggest fundraiser of the year, Fashion Week of Rochester, from Oct. 13-18; volunteers 
help with setup and assist guests at four runway shows and a Fashion Exchange, where people can trade in 
gently used clothing/accessories for something new to them (volunteers do not work directly with youth in this 
case);

- Host collections or drives for our homeless youth, collecting hygiene items, hooded sweatshirts, socks and 
underwear (some groups have done drives to collect feminine hygiene products).

All volunteers who work directly with youth must pass a background check, references and complete an 
orientation. To learn  more about any of these opportunities, contact  Kathy Cummins, Center for Youth 
volunteer coordinator, at 473-2464 or kcummins@centerforyouth.net.

INSIDE
1 – Ann Bayley receives Quinn Award

2 – From our president;
Former chapter president honored

3 – Photo album: Quinn Dinner

4 – Fund raising update

5 – 50 myths & lies that threaten
public schools

6 – Minutes, March 25, 2015 meeting

7 – May 6 Chapter Meeting
REGISTRATION Form

NEXT NEWSWHEEL
DEADLINE: May 9
At any time, please forward items you’d like 
included in the Newswheel to the editor at the 
email address listed above.


