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LEFT: 2015 Alpha Alpha scholars
(left to right)Morgan Apple-from-the-Teacher
Recipient Amy Sawdey,
Luskey Scholar Lindsey Salvas,
Foster Scholar Rachael Kazdan,
Whited Scholar Samantha
Slossar, and Bishop Scholar
Amita Gurung.
Unable to attend were Scholars
Lynda Clark, Abbigail Gallagher,
Kimmily Lopez, Imani Monroe,
Maria Travis, and Mary
Vacchetto.

On May 30, Alpha Alpha Chapter members and guests met to honor our 2015
scholar award recipients. Those attending heard about the value of
collaborative leadership in dealing with poverty and education issues from the
Mary Bastian Lecturer, Dr. Mary Ellen Zuckerman, Provost and Vice President
of Academic Affairs, The College at Brockport.
The program also included a silent auction featuring a wide variety of items,
many of them hand-crafted by chapter members, that raised $874 to support
the Alpha Alpha scholar awards program.

ABOVE: Bridget Bishop paying for an item she purchased during the
silent auction held during the awards breakfast to raise funds to help
support our scholar awards. Seen with her are Eileen Wuethrich
and Lynne Keefer who organized the auction
for the Scholarships and Awards Committee.
More
LEFT: Dr. Mary Ellen Zuckerman, Mary
Bastian Lecturer, seen at the right with
Joan Fenton who introduced her.
Mt. Kilimanjaro, Tanzania
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pictures
on pages 4 & 5

From our President
Dear Alpha Alpha
Members,
Our Awards
Breakfast was a
very enjoyable
way to end this
program year.
Dr. Mary Ellen
Zuckerman, Provost
Pam Eberhardt
and Vice President
of Academic Affairs at The College at
Brockport, gave the Mary Bastian Lecture
which was well received. She gave us all a
very clear explanation of the responsibilities
of a provost and how she will contribute to
the College at Brockport. We look forward to
hearing from Dr. Zuckerman in the future.
For those of you who are continuing with
your education, please investigate all that
Delta Kappa Gamma has to offer. There are

many opportunities through the International
level and the Pi State organization for help
and support to further learning.
The plans for the next year are nearly
complete and it promises to be another
exciting year. The theme for the second
year of this biennium continues to be the
effect of technology on education and how
that influences educating the whole child.
We will continue to grow together as a
Chapter of Delta Kappa Gamma with the
help of each one of you.
Our celebration of 60 years as a chapter has
been quite enjoyable and successful! As you
will note in the Fundraising Update on page
6, proceeds from the silent auction held
during our May 30 awards breakfast as well
as donations sent as part of registration for
that event have taken us well ABOVE and
BEYOND our goal of $6,000 to $6,576! And
we still have more opportunities left to

Faith Prather is Interim
Assistant Provost

contribute even more funding for the
Rochester strand of our scholar awards.
Even though we have already surpassed our
goal through our generosity and faith in our
scholar awards program, our Extra Steps for
Education continues into the Fall and our
Awards Benefit at Mayer’s Lake Ontario
Winery on September 25 will challenge us to
see how far beyond our original goal we can
go. We hope to have as many of our
members attend the Benefit as possible to
celebrate our communal success. Sure hope
to see you there!
I also hope to welcome each and every one
of you to the Summer Picnic at noon on
August 12, 2015 at the Eberhardt
Homestead. In the meantime, enjoy this
warmer weather!

Pam

Birthdays
Say “Happy Birthday” to these Alpha
Alpha members in the near future:

The College at Brockport Provost Mary Ellen Zuckerman has appointed
Dr. Faith Prather, an Associate Professor in the Department of Public
Administration, as Interim Assistant Provost for Diversity. She will start
in the position July 1.
Faith earned her Ph.D. in Counselor Education from the University of Buffalo
and her bachelor’s degree in secondary education from Fredonia State College. She joined the
faculty at The College at Brockport in 1989 as a member of the Department of Public Administration
Faculty. She is a member of the Alpha Alpha Chapter of the Delta Kappa Gamma Society
International.
In 1999 Faith was a recipient of the Chancellor’s Award for Excellence in Teaching. She served
as Brockport’s Director of Affirmative Action from 1995-1997. She is a co-founder of the College’s
Women’s Center and one of the inaugural recipients of the Fannie Barrier Williams Women of
Courage Award. Prior to joining the faculty, she worked for the Buffalo State College Center of
Development of Human Services as co-director of management training for administrators and
commissioned officers in the New York State Department of Social Services.
Faith was the Mary Bastian Lecturer at the 1995 Alpha Alpha Scholar Awards Breakfast.
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June
8 Glynis Hunt
8 Susan Dodge-Peters Daiss
9 Mary Merle (Duryea)
13 Anne O’Toole
23 Esther Denaro Maltese
24 Elaine Leshnower
29 Linda Kotwas
July
22 Emily Volpe
August
13 Katie Andriatch
14 Louise Slaughter
22 Rose Swiskey
29 Susan Hildenbrand

Update on our scholars
ABOVE: Andrella Hurley, Yesenia Ortiz, Lashonda Brenson, Emily Salvas, Tiffany Truesdale, Lynda Clarke, Erin St. James. Kimmily Lopez, Lindsey Salvas, Mary Vacchetto, Samantha Slossar, Rachael
Kazdan, Imani Monroe, Abbigail Gallagher, Amita Gurung

Andrella Hurley (graduated 2006), our first Bishop Award recipient, after five
years in the Rochester City School District, moved to Ocoee, Florida, late
last summer. She has been substituting and looking for a permanent job.

Mary Vacchetto (2014 Vary Award recipient) transferred to SUNY
Geneseo second semester this last year. She is doing well and working at
Rochester General Hospital part time . She has moved to Livonia and plans
to continue at Geneseo.

Yesenia Ortiz (graduated in 2009 )continues to work at the Mary Cariola
Center as a teacher assistant. She completed her master’s in her original
field and has recently completed a graduate program for special education.
She can’t get current teacher certification because she hasn’t been able to
get a teaching job. She has also faced serious medical problems, but she
loves working at Mary Cariola and persists in trying to reach her goals.

Samantha Slossar (Whited Award recipient) is an Earth Science major and
is working toward certification in adolescent inclusive education. Samantha
had over 150 hours of classroom observation this year which confirmed her
goal of becoming an Earth Science teacher. She is on track to complete
college in 3 or 3.5 years.

Lashonda Brenson (graduated 2010) is still at Ann Arbor, preparing to
defend her doctoral dissertation.

Rachael Kazdan (Foster Award recipient), plans to complete college in 3
years as she entered The College at Brockport with several credits
from Advanced Placement courses in high school and has been taking
classes in the summer. She is an English major and plans to be certified in
both elementary education and special education. Rachael has had a very
successful academic year.

Emily Salvas (graduated 2011) recently completed a long term substitute
position in 5th grade at Churchville Chili. She is currently in a special
education position at Churchville-Chili.
Tiffany Truesdale (graduated 2013) has been completing her master’s
thesis at Springfield in Massachusetts. At Christmas she wrote that she was
applying for doctoral programs.

Imani Monroe (Sherwood Award recipient) planned to attend the Awards
Breakfast, but she received a job offer from Nazareth College at the last
minute and had to report for training on that Friday and Saturday. She did
very well in her first year at Nazareth College and plans to continue there in
the fall.

Lynda Clarke dropped out of The College at Brockport this spring. She is
working at Monroe Community College and plans to continue at Brockport
part-time until she has completed her degree.

Abbigail Gallagher (Reichel Award recipient) will graduate from Bloomfield
High School in June and be an English major at The College at Brockport to
become a certified elementary education and special education
teacher. She is looking forward cheerleading at college and getting involved
in campus activities.

Erin St. James (graduated 2014) is enrolled In the Masters in Education
program at The College at Brockport and plans to teach junior or senior high
school English. She is currently in a long term substitute position in English
at Gates-Chili High School.
Kimmily Lopez (graduated 2015) has just completed her studies at St. John
Fisher College and plans to continue on with a master’s program there.

Amita Gurung (Bishop Award recipient) graduated from the Teaching &
Learning Institute at East High School (Rochester City School District) and
plans to attend Monroe Community College for two years, then Nazareth
College as part of the 2 + 2 Program, as she prepares to become an
elementary school teacher. Amita came with her family to our area from
Nepal four years ago, unable to speak much English. She credits her great
teachers, especially (Alpha Alpha member) Laura Delehanty, with preparing
her for graduation and college.

Lindsey Salvas (Luskey Award recipient) is in her senior year in the
childhood education certification program. After her field placements,
Lindsey's desire to teach is stronger than ever. She continues to be
involved in extracurricular volunteer activities and takes advantage of
opportunities to work with children. Lindsey is the recipient of several
awards at The College at Brockport.

2015-16 tentative
meeting schedule
On May 28, Alpha Alpha officers and committee
chairs, met to establish topics and activities for the
upcoming program year. At the right is the schedule
they developed.
The dates for several of the meetings are still fluid
until specific arrangements can be made.

TENTATIVE 2015 – 2016 ALPHA ALPHA MEETING SCHEDULE
August 12, 2015
September 25, 2015
October __, 2015
November __, 2015
December 6, 2015
January 23, 2016
March 23, 2016
April 16, 2016
May __, 2016
June 4, 2016

Picnic at Pam's Place (see registration information on page 7)
Alpha Alpha Award Benefit, Mayers Lake Ontario Winery
Professional Affairs/Personal Development, Brook Lea CC
Educational Excellence/World Fellowship
Social at Home of Rosemary Callard-Szulgit
Legislative Breakfast, St. John Fisher College
Helen E. Quinn Award Dinner/Book Raffle, Ridgemont CC
New Member Orientation, Home of Elaine Leshnower
Founder's Day/Initiation/Installation/Recognition, Lakeshore CC
Awards Breakfast, NY Room, SUNY Brockport

More precise information will be distributed as it becomes known.
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Photo Album: Scholar Awards Breakfast

LEFT: Welcoming
participants at the
registration table were
Eileen Wuethrich and
Linda Kotwas.
RIGHT: Laura
Delehanty and
Gretchen Hughes.

LEFT: Chapter
President Pam
Eberhardt, Anita
Mance, and Esther
Blackman.

RIGHT: Former
Chapter President
Mary Welch with
former Pi State
President Wanda
Ward.

LEFT: Drs. Faith Prather, Margie Lovett-Scott, and Mary Ellen Zuckerman, all of The College at
Brockport, before the scholar awards meeting.
BELOW LEFT: Bridget Bishop providing tuneful accompaniment to the meet-and-greet session before
the meeting.
BELOW: Anne O’Toole, Chapter VP Dr. Betsy Balzano, and Lynne Keefer.
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Photo Album: Scholar Awards Breakfast

ABOVE: Sarisa Zoglin, former Alpha Alpha scholar Erin St. James, and Mary Lou Galasso.
TOP RIGHT: Mary Lou Galasso and Esther Blackman studying the donations during the silent
auction that raised funds to support the chapter’s scholar awards program.
RIGHT: Alpha Alpha scholar Amita Gurung addressing the awards presentation meeting as
Gretchen Hughes listens.
BELOW LEFT: Bookmark designed and provided by Janet Winter of the Awards and Scholarships
Committee.

RIGHT: Lisa Montanaro and Diane Maurer.
BELOW: Alpha Alpha President Pam Eberhardt presents
the chapter’s Woman of Distinction Award to Judy
Wadsworth during the session.
LOWER RIGHT: Alpha Alpha Vice President Dr. Betsy
Balzano and Dr. Dawn Jones.
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1955 - 2015

$6,000.00

$5,500.00

Silent auction

Donations
sent with 5/30
registration

$5,000.00

$4,500.00

The silent auction held during our May 30 Awards Breakfast netted $874.00.
Donations sent as part of registration for our May 30 Awards Breakfast raised $657.00.
The Steps for Scholars brought in an additional $250 in the last month.
All of which take us ABOVE & BEYOND our goal of $6,000 to support our scholar awards
program.

Our grand total now is $6,576.00
(that’s almost 10% MORE THAN our goal)

$4,000.00

$3,500.00

AND WE’RE NOT DONE YET!!!

$3,000.00

$2,500.00

$2,000.00

$1,500.00

$874.00
$657.00
$570.00
$202.00
$115.00
$160.00
$3248.00
$750.00

Thank you for your generous support of our scholar awards.
To learn more, contact us at:
Bridget Bishop (585 637-2422 or meanmom5@rochester.rr.com)
Linda Kotwas (585-755-8778 or lmkotwas@aol.com).

– Awards Breakfast Silent Auction
– Donations sent with May 30 registrations
– “Extra Steps for Scholars”
– book sale at Quinn Dinner
– Raffle on January 24
– Sale of hand-crafted afghans
– President’s Holiday Letter
– Early Contributions

Bridget & Linda,
Co-Chairs, $6,000 for our 60th Campaign

$1,000.00

$6576.00 – Grand Total
$500.00

Just a few “Extra Steps” each day will improve your health AND
add funds to our 60th Anniversary Campaign. We are extending “Extra
Steps” through the summer months.

With
Buffet Dinner, Two Drink Tickets,
Entertainment,
and a Silent Auction

Walk around the block or down the canal path. Just a few extra steps
each day adds up. You might want to set your own goal and pledge
amount- as few or many steps as you feel possible. You may ask
someone to sponsor you or sponsor yourself. A pledge form and more
information is available on our chapter website or contact
Joan Fenton, 585-637-4929, rfenton@rochester.rr.com or
Mary Lou Galasso, 585-865-3133, mgalass1@rochester.rr.com.

September 25, 2015 at 5:30 pm
Mayers Lake Ontario Winery
1593 Hamlin Parma T.L. Road,
Hilton 14468

All participants will be celebrated at our October chapter meeting
and the name of each participant also will be entered into a special
gift drawing courtesy of Joan Fenton.

Plan now to attend
this celebratory event!
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Save the date!
More info later.

Rain or Shine
Wednesday, August 12 – Noon
Pam Eberhardt’s home
591 Scottsville Chili Road (Rte 386), Scottsville
By August 5, contact Pam
at 889-2754 or pamlynn@frontiernet.net.

PLEASE BRING A DISH TO PASS
Check with Pam to learn what is needed when you RSVP.
Please also bring $5.00 to cover the cost of picnic supplies;
any balance will be applied to our scholar awards fund.

Archer Road

Background shows small portion of Pam’s yard.

Beaver Road
Jefferson Road / Rte 252
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June –July 2015
Judy Wadsworth, Editor
judithw@frontiernet.net
2014-2016 Alpha Alpha Officers
President
1st Vice President
2nd Vice President
Secretary
Treasurer
Parliamentarian
Past President

Pamela Eberhardt
Betsy Balzano
Lori Burch
Mary Ann Geonie
Annie Tran
Gretchen Hughes
Donna Noble

889-2754
594-0314
520-7512
637-0045
406-3706
865-2822
377-0715

Alpha Alpha questions?
Seek answers at
http://WWW.dkgalphaalpha.org

Educational Excellence
Committee reprised

INSIDE
1–

Alpha Alpha scholars honored

2–

From our president;
Prather is Interim Asst. Provost

3–

Update on our scholars
2015-16 tentative schedule

4-5 – Album: Scholar awards breakfast
6–

Fund raising update

7–

August 12 Chapter Picnic
REGISTRATION Form

NEXT NEWSWHEEL
DEADLINE: August 14
At any time, please forward items
you’d like included in the Newswheel
to the editor at the email address
listed above.

After a decades-long hiatus, the Educational Excellence
Committee is being re-activated by co-chairs Dr. Margie
Lovett-Scott and Dr. Faith Prather.

Drs. Margie Lovett-Scott & Faith Prather

by-laws specify that the Educational Excellence Committee promotes programs and
projects for excellence in education. The major goals of the EEC are to empower women
through leadership opportunities, to promote educational excellence through programs and
projects, and to change global awareness through international collaborations. The incoming
co-chairs would like to focus on Building a strong Educational Excellence Committee to promote educational excellence
through our programs and projects, supporting programs that promote the well-being,
intellectual growth and global awareness of women educators, improving global awareness to
help teachers transform their classrooms, and developing strategies that will encourage
members to become leaders.
Co-chairs Lovett-Scott and Prather envision the establishment of an international speakers
bureau consisting of local experts and exploration of ways to improve the lives of forgotten
children and motivating them to learn.
If you would like to be part of this important work, contact the co-chairs:
Dr. Margie Lovett-Scott, mlovetts@brockport.edu or 585 328-7049 ,
Dr. Faith Prather, fprather@brockport.edu or 585 244-3705.

