
LEFT: Laura Delehanty describing TLI goals and programs. 

BELOW LEFT: Program co-chairs Aggie Seneway and Anita Mance welcoming 

members at the registration table on October 22.  

BELOW RIGHT: TLI students Jocelyn Rivas and Erica Greene discussing TLI.  

Alpha Alpha member Laura Delehanty  and two of her students described the 

Teaching and Learning Institute (TLI) to other chapter members at their October 22 

meeting.  The TLI  is a magnet program in its 20th year housed at East High School 

in Rochester.  Of the 1,400 East High School students, 80 are involved in TLI in 

grades 9-12. They represent the diverse East High School population with more 

than half of last year’s TLI graduates being ESL students of Nepalese and Hispanic 

roots. 
 

TLI students are empowered to lead and to educate others, whether or not they 

pursue education as a career as adults.  Many TLI students do become educators; 

5 TLI alumni now work at East High School as administrators or teachers.  Most of 

Alpha Alpha’s scholar award recipients from Rochester are TLI graduates. TLI 

students spend increasing time in elementary classrooms as they proceed through 

high school, culminating in an 80-hour paid internship in their senior year. The TLI 

curriculum focuses on social justice issues, involving students in research and in 

presenting their findings using multi-media. TLI staff help seniors with all steps of 

the college application process.  
 

To learn more about TLI, visit http://www.rcsdk12.org/domain/3711. The website 

includes a photo gallery and student-created films.  TLI has recently established a 

501 (c)(3) foundation—Friends of TLI. 

Donna Noble photo 

Donna Noble photo 

More on 

pages 3 & 8 

“Each of us can be compared to a spoke in a wheel. Without each spoke functioning well, our wheel won’t turn.” 

Alpha Alpha Chapter, Pi State,  The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 
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Rochester, NY skyline 

http://www.rcsdk12.org/domain/3711
http://www.rcsdk12.org/domain/3711
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Birthdays 
Say “Happy Birthday” to these  

Alpha Alpha members: 
 

 

November 

 1  Eileen Wuethrich 

 6  Joy Kinz 

 6  Eunice Chesnut 

 9  Judy Wadsworth 

10  Mary Ingersoll 

15  Sue Genthner 

19  Christine Murray 

20  Faith Prather 

21  Janet Winter 

25 Dina D’Aiuto 

 

 

December 

 8   Frances Moroney Whited 

19  Aggie Seneway 

29  Lori Burch 

 

From our President 
           Dear Alpha Alpha Members, 
  

           We’ve had a glorious fall so far – not too  

           cold and some nice colors out there!  Great  

           for getting ready for SNOW!! (I love snow,  

           in case you didn’t know!) 
 

           Our October meeting was very well  

           attended – good information, good  

           company and good food!  Laura Delahanty 

and two of her students presented a program about the Teaching and 

Learning Institute housed at East High School and now in its 20th 

year.  The driving force behind the program, according to Laura is 

‘love’.  She and her husband, who also helps to lead TLI, firmly 

believe that love, mutual respect, caring, and increasing their family 

by including their students are what most influence learning.  And, 

since 90% of their former students have stayed in touch with their 

extended family – the Delahantys—that  kind of record speaks for 

itself.  Currently, five graduates of the program are teaching or 

working in administration in the East High School building.  Thank 

you so much, Laura, Erica, and Jocelyn for sharing your experiences 

with us and all good wishes for your futures.  
 

On another topic, remember that there is money available for you  for 

schooling, workshops, traveling, and supplies for activities for your 

students through various awards, grants, and scholarships. (See the 

article on one Pi State award on this page.) Information on awards is 

found on the Pi State website, or you can contact:  

               Monica Cosgrove (monica.cosgrove@gmail.com), 

               Roz Friedman-Baum (rozbaum@frontiernet.net), or  

               or Sheila Brady-Root (sroot@sjfc.edu). 

Pam Eberhardt 

  

Applications for some of the grants are due by November 1.  We were 

assured at last night’s meeting that money is there and we should be 

taking advantage of it!    
 

Our next meeting will be held at Lesli Myers’ home – thank you, Lesli! 

At that session we will learn more about the Educational Excellence 

Committee and its function in our chapter.  It promises to be an 

enlightening and fun evening with an international flavor.  The Pound 

Sale will also be held to benefit the World Fellowship Fund.  Hope to 

see you there! 
 

             Pam 

REMAINING 2015 – 2016 ALPHA ALPHA MEETINGS 
  

November 16, 2015      Educational Excellence/World Fellowship  

5:30 pm  Home of Dr. Lesli Myers 
 

December 6, 2015        Holiday Open House 

2:00 pm  Home of Dr. Rosemary Callard-Szulgit 
 

January 23, 2016          Legislative Breakfast 

9:30 am  St. John Fisher College 
 

March 23, 2016             Helen E. Quinn Award Dinner/Book Raffle 

5:30 pm   Ridgemont Country Club 
 

April 16, 2016                New Member Orientation 

10:00 am  Home of Elaine Leshnower 
 

May 4, 2016                  Founder's Day/Initiation/Installation/Recognition 

5:30 pm   Lakeshore Country Club  
 

June 4, 2016                 Awards Breakfast 

9:00 am  NY Room, The College at Brockport 

Verna Mulholland Award--Pi State 
  

This award recognizes a NYS woman outside of the profession 

(someone not eligible for membership) who has given 

outstanding quality service to promoting quality education and 

who has worked significantly towards improving the educational 

opportunities of others. Any member may submit a nomination for 

this award. 
  

Nomination applications may be obtained from Harlene Gilbert or 

downloaded from the Pi State website at 

http://www.deltakappagamma.org/NY/ about half way down the 

page in the center, entitled “Pi State Awards, Scholarships & 

Grant(s)-in-Aid.”  Nominations must be postmarked by March 

1st, and the award is granted at a Pi State Convention. 
  

                Roz Friedman-Baum, Member, 

                Mulholland Award Committee   

mailto:monica.cosgrove@gmail.com
mailto:rozbaum@frontiernet.net
mailto:sroot@sjfc.edu
http://www.deltakappagamma.org/NY/
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LEFT COLUMN, top 

to bottom: 

 

Sarisa Zoghlin and 

former Alpha Alpha 

scholar Erin St. 

James;  

 

Dr. Lesli Myers and 

Aggie Seneway; 

Monica Cosgrove and 

Dr. Dawn Jones; 

 

Alpha Alpha President 

Pam Eberhardt and 

Secretary Mary Ann 

Geonie. 

RIGHT COLUMN,  

top to bottom: 

 

Wanda Ward, Sheila 

Brady-Root, and Jutta 

Siebert-Dudley; 

 

Sheila Brady-Root, 

Alpha Alpha President 

Pam Eberhardt, and 

Alpha Alpha Treasurer 

Annie Tran Flesch; 

 

Donna Noble, Pam 

Quamo, and Dr. 

Rosemary Callard-

Szulgit. 

 

Dr. Edwardine 

Weaver, RSM, and 

Wanda Ward; 

 

Bridget Bishop, Elaine 

Leshnower, and 

Treasurer Annie Tran 

Flesch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictures of presenters 

are found on pages 1 

and 8. 
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Pictured at the right are $6,000 for our 60th Campaign co-chairs Linda 

Kotwas and Bridget Bishop with the cake that was served for dessert at 

the Awards Benefit dinner in late September. 

Bridget Bishop and Linda Kotwas, co-chairs of Alpha Alpha’s $6,000 for our 60th 

Campaign, reported at the October 22 meeting that we have raised $7,787.00, 

which  exceeds our goal by $1,787.00 (almost 30%). 

They reported that the awards benefit dinner at the 

Mayer’s Lake Ontario Winery in September raised 

$1,211.00 via a silent auction, a 50/50 benefit drawing, 

and ticket sales. 

 

It was also reported that the Extra Steps campaign raised 

more than $570.00. A drawing was held for Extra Steps 

participants which was won by Gretchen Hughes. She 

received a copy of “The Complete Guide to Walking” by 

Mark Fenton, son of Alpha Alpha member Joan Fenton. 

In addition, a special “Golden Sneaker Award” was 

presented to Elaine Leshnower who raised  one-third of 

the Extra Steps funds. 

 

The co-chairs thanked all those who helped organize 

fund-raising activities and all who contributed to the 

$6,000 for our 60th Campaign.  

   

A final accounting is being prepared and will be reported 

in a later issue of Newswheel. 
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In setting NYS 

education 

policy - 

The extensive Common Cause report, "Polishing the Apple: Examining Political 

Spending in New York to Influence Educational Policy", describes the increase in 

funding and lobbying by groups committed to privatizing NYS public schools. Pro-

privatization contributions come from less than 400 wealthy individuals and PACs. 

The report lists which lawmakers receive donations from privatizers, who these 

wealthy donors are, and how these donations have affected discussions of Race to 

the Top and other education issues. The report also includes information about 

education-related union donations, and compares the processes, donation amounts, 

and recipients of privatizers vs. unions. 

 

The top three recipients of pro-privatization campaign contributions 2005-2104 were 

The NYS Senate Republican Housekeeping account ($5.04 million), Cuomo-

Hochul 2014 ($3.06 million) and The Independence Party Housekeeping account 

($1.2 million). 

 

The top three recipients of union campaign contributions were: The NYS Democratic 

Assembly Campaign Committee ($916,600), the Working Families Party 

($874,550) and the NYS Senate Republican Campaign Committee ($772,387). 

 

Republican Senator John Flanagan, recently appointed Senate Majority Leader and 

former Senate Education Committee Chairman, has received $90,200 from education 

privatization interests.   

 

Democrat Carl Heastie, new Speaker of the Assembly, co-sponsored the Education 

Investment Tax Credit bill. However, his position on privatization is unclear as he 

states that he supports public schools as well. Heastie received contributions from 

privatization interests and teachers unions. 

 

The pro-privatization bills introduced in NYS are based on bills developed by the 

American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) as part of its national education 

agenda. The major pro-privatization donors in NYS are also political contributors to 

education privatization efforts in other states. The top 2 recipients of contributions 

from privatizers (Senate Republicans and Governor Cuomo) have introduced more 

extreme versions of education tax credits than those in other states. Through ALEC, 

some of the nation’s largest companies invest millions each year to pass state laws 

promoting corporate and private interests. ALEC’s membership includes some 2,000 

state legislators, corporate executives and lobbyists who vote as equals behind 

closed doors on model bills to improve corporate bottom lines. These bills are then 

introduced in state legislatures across the country.  

 

The report recommends a number of steps to decrease the influence of donations of 

the wealthy and special interests on public policy. Beyond these recommendations, 

Common Cause has filed a complaint against ALEC with the Internal Revenue 

Service, accusing the group of violating its tax-exempt status by operating as a lobby 

while claiming to be a charity.  

Common Cause is a nonpartisan, nonprofit advocacy organization 

founded in 1970 by John Gardner as a vehicle for citizens to make 

their voices heard in the political process and to hold their elected 

leaders accountable to the public interest 

 

SOURCE for text and graphs: 
Prudence Katze, Susan Lerner and Lauren George, based on 

research by Brian Paul and Prudence Katze. “Polishing the Apple: 

Examining Political Spending in New York to Influence Education 

Policy.” Common Cause. June 2015 

http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-

reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf 

Big money 

talks 

http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
http://www.commoncause.org/states/new-york/research-and-reports/polishing-the-apple-examing.pdf
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 The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International 

Alpha Alpha Chapter 

Minutes of October 22, 2015 

Brook-Lea Country Club 

                                         

ATTENDANCE:  B.Balzano, B.Bishop and her guest Linda Schaffer, S.Brady-Root, L.Burch, R.Callard-Szulgit, L.Delehanty, M.Cosgrove, 

P.Eberhardt, A.Tran Flesch, R.Freedman-Baum, ML.Glasso  and her guest Erin St. James, S,Genthner, M.A.Geonie, K.Hart, G.Hughes, D.Jones, 

L.Kotwas, E.Leshnower, M.Lovett-Scott and her guest Katherine Detherage,  A.Mance, L.Myers, L.Muto, D.Noble, A.O’Toole, M.A.Pietrzykowski, 

P.Quamo, A.Seneway, B.Svitavsky, J.Wadsworth, W.Ward, Sr.E.Weaver, E.Wuethrich, S.Zoghlin 

  

Program: Laura Delehanty shared her insight about the Teaching and Learning Institute at Rochester’s East High School. Her guests Joycelyn 

Rivas and Erica Greene shared their insight as students and the influence the program has had on their goal to become educators.  

  

BUSINESS MEETING: 

COMMITTEE REPORTS, continued: 
  

Membership: (L.Kotwas) The forms for nominating new members are 

online with all the deadline dates. The opportunity for voting on accepting 

new members is the March 23 meeting, so all nominations must be 

received before then. 
 

Standing Rules: Roselyn Freedman-Baum and Bridget Bishop are working 

on the rules to make sure they align with Pi State guidelines. HELP is 

needed in typing up the draft. Please let them know if you are available to 

volunteer your typing skill. The draft will be presented in March with the final 

draft going to the Executive board in June. 

  

OLD BUSINESS: None at this time. 

 

NEW BUSINESS:  
 

Holiday Letter: The recipient of donations through the annual Holiday 

Letter will be discussed & voted on at the November 16th meeting.  Bring 

your suggestions. 
 

Membership Status of Mary Ingersoll: A motion was presented as 

follows: I move that the Chapter offer Mary Ingersoll the option of changing 

her membership status from ACTIVE to RESERVE. Moved by D. Noble, 

Seconded by B.Balzano, Motion was APPROVED. 
 

Educational Foundation Pi State: Sheila Brady-Root presented 

information on how to receive a Pi State Educational Foundation grant.  

The process is easy and grants are available due to few applicants. All 

forms are online (http://www.deltakappagamma.org/NY/). Deadlines are 

November 1st & May 1st each year. There are also forms to become a life-

time member of the Foundation at a cost of $25. Contributions can also be 

made in honor of or in memory of someone. This form is also on line. 

  

ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

Next Meeting: Money raised during the November 16th Pound Auction will 

go toward World Fellowships. Dinner is Pot Luck with an International 

Theme. Check the flyer to see your contribution. 

Also something new: At the next Alpha Alpha meeting, a drawing to WIN a 

free dinner will take place; you must be present to enter. 

  

ADJOURMENT:  As there was no further business President Eberhardt 

adjourned the meeting at 9:04 PM. 

 

Mary Ann Geonie, Secretary                             October 24, 2015 

CALL TO ORDER:  

 President Pam Eberhardt called the business meeting to order at 

8:15 PM.   

  

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: The May 6, 2015 minutes were 

accepted as written in Newswheel. Moved by: D.Noble.  Seconded 

by: R. Freedman-Baum. Motion approved. 

  

CORRESPONDENCE: (M.Geonie) Thank you notes were 

received from our Scholarship winners: Lindsay Salvas (Mary I. 

Luskey Award), Abbigail Gallagher (Katharine M. Reichel Award) 

and Samantha Slossar (Frances Moroney Whited Award). Betty 

Vary’s daughter sent a note expressing her appreciation of Alpha 

Alpha during their time of need. 

  

TREASURER’S REPORT: (Annie Tran Flesch) 

Checkbook Balance as of July 31,2015                             $2,864.86    

Checkbook Balance as of August 31, 2105                       $3,439.46 

Checkbook Balance as of September 30, 2015                $2,569.72 
  

As of June 30, 2014 

Brockport Endowment Funds Summary:                       $177,584.21 
 

As of June 30, 2015 

FLACE Funds Summary:                                                 $32,981.86 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS: 
 

60th Anniversary Campaign (L.Kotwas, B.Bishop, M.Cosgrove) 

60 people attended this fun filled night which included a silent 

auction, 50/50 and entertainment that brought us back to the 70’s 

and raised $1,211. This amount plus a pledge by Margie Lovett-

Scott brings the grand total to $8000. Our initial goal was $6,000. 
 

Extra Steps: (MLGalasso ) The Extra Steps Campaign raised 

$570.00 as part of the $6,000 for our 60th Campaign. The Golden 

Sneaker Award went to Elaine Leshnower who was the first to join 

and who raised one-third of the total money. Joan Fenton’s son 

donated a book on walking fitness that he wrote.  A raffle was held 

and Gretchen Hughes was the winner of that book.  
 

Scholarship: (M.Cosgrove) The amount of money that will be 

given out this coming year will be more. The exact amount will be 

decided at a later time. 

 

http://www.deltakappagamma.org/NY/
http://www.deltakappagamma.org/NY/
http://www.deltakappagamma.org/NY/
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************************************************************************** 

POTLUCK SUPPER REGISTRATION 
 

Please bring a dish to pass.  If your last name begins with A-G, please bring finger foods. 

If your last name begins with H-N, please bring a salad. If your last name begins with O-S, 

please bring fruit or snacks. If your last name begins with T-Z, please bring a dessert. 

Dishes with an international flavor would help set the stage for our discussions. 
 

Please also bring a $5.00 donation to cover the cost of plastic ware, paper products, and beverages. 
 

By Wednesday, November 12, please RSVP to Sue Genthner at subeart@aol.com OR call her at 585-637-5103. 
 

All proceeds in excess of dinner supplies will be donated to World Fellowships. 

Help Alpha Alpha Chapter " grow" our 

world vision in education and leadership. 

Alpha Alpha Educational Excellence Committee and World Fellowships Committees present: 

  

Monday, November 16, 2015      

Home of Dr. Lesli Myers, 

9 High Point Drive, Spencerport, NY 

5:30 – 8:30 pm   
 

From Rochester, take Rte 531 west to the end.   

Turn right onto Washington Street (Rte 214).  

Proceed north across Route 31 about 2.25 miles  

              to High Point Drive on your left. 
 

From Greece or Hilton, proceed west on Ridge Road (Rte 104)  

             past Union Street & Trimmer Road.  

Turn left onto Washington Street,  

            then right onto High Point Drive. Our schedule includes: 

5:30 pm- Socialize, Browse Pound Sale Items  

6:00 pm- Review of the goals of the Educational 

               Excellence Committee and opportunities 

               to partner with the World Fellowships  

               Committee on initiatives  

6:30 pm- Dinner conversation leading to… 

7:00 pm- Cluster Group discussions 

8:00 pm- Wrap Up and Pound Sale Winners 

POUND SALE 
Bring a ‘mystery’ one-pound 

package, wrapped prettily to 

attract bidders. Bid on yours 

or other pound packages to 

support the World 

Fellowships Fund. 

mailto:subeart@aol.com
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Alpha Alpha questions?  

Seek answers at 

http://WWW.dkgalphaalpha.org 

INSIDE 
1 –     TLI prepares leaders 

2 –     From our president; 

          Schedule of meetings 

3 –     October meeting album 

4 –     Fund-raising report 

5 –     Big money talks 
  

6 –     Minutes of October 22 meeting 
 

7 –     November 16 meeting 

          REGISTRATION Form 

 

NEXT NEWSWHEEL  

DEADLINE: November 18 

At any time, please forward items 

you’d like included in the 

Newswheel to the editor at the 

email address listed above. 

Alpha Alpha  thanks TLI presenters 

Judy Wadsworth, Editor 

judithw@frontiernet.net 

 

2014-2016 Alpha Alpha Officers  

President  Pamela Eberhardt  889-2754 

1st Vice President Betsy Balzano       594-0314  

2nd Vice President   Lori Burch               520-7512 

Secretary      Mary Ann Geonie      637-0045 

Treasurer           Annie Tran Flesch     406-3706 

Parliamentarian         Gretchen Hughes      865-2822 

Past President  Donna Noble             377-0715  

Alpha Alpha member Aggie 

Seneway (at the right in both 

photos)  presents thank-you 

gifts to TLI director Laura 

Delehanty (at the left in both 

photos) and to TLI students 

Jocelyn Rivas  (wearing red) 

and Erica Greene (wearing 

blue) after their presentation 

at the Alpha Alpha meeting in 

October. 


