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A major effort is underway to improve living conditions for those 
living in the Beechwood and EMMA neighborhoods of central 
northeastern Rochester—and we can help this initiative succeed. 

At the January 2017 joint Alpha Alpha-Beta Eta Legislative 
Brunch, the Executive Director of Connected Communities, 
LaShunda Leslie-Smith, described the scope of this revitalization 
project:

� Involving all stakeholders in a small geographic area;

� Building on existing assets in the neighborhood and its 
immediate surroundings;

� Providing local job opportunities and workforce development 
to create neighborhood viability;

Pi State President Deborah Bedard, Sheila 
Brady-Root, Dr. Michael Wischnowski, 

Dean of SJFC School of Education

Dr. Margie Lovett-Scott, Sheila Brady-
Root, Pam Eberhardt with items for 

sale to support scholar awards.

Dr. Faith  Prather, LaShunda Leslie-Smith, 
Sherry Johnson

� Creating community schools by providing family services in 
neighborhood schools.

LaShunda Leslie-Smith

Nominations committee Chair Eileen 
Wuethrich officially installing Treasurer 

Annie Tran Flesch for second term.  Annie 
is holding her daughter Kaydence.

Pi State President Deborah 
Bedard, with Pi State Music Chair 
and Alpha Alpha Member Bridget 

Bishop

Legislative Committee Members Diane  Maurer, 
Dr. Christine Murray, Sherry Johnson

When asked what Delta Kappa Gamma 
members, as educators, might do to 
support this endeavor, Ms. Leslie-Smith 
stated that the workforce development 
initiative could use help from mentors 
who would work with trainees in the 
workforce development program. 
Those interested in assisting can reach 
LaShunda Leslie-Smith at 410 Atlantic 
Ave Bld. #2 | Rochester, NY 14609 
| (585) 224-1075 |(585) 309-2283 Cell.
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� LaShunda Leslie-Smith provided a passionate description of the initiative she is leading to help those living in two 
adjacent Rochester neighborhoods overcome the effects of poverty and revitalize their communities. Her 
account of her own path out of poverty as a young mother to becoming a leader in our community was inspiring.

� Gretchen Hughes and Pam Eberhardt created works of art to help raise funds for our scholar awards program 
for Rochester graduates.  The sale of Gretchen’s baby afghans raised $195.00 and Pam’s badge holders raised 
$45.00. In addition, the 33-33-33 benefit drawing netted $96.00, which meant $32.00 each for Alpha Alpha, 
Beta Eta, and the winner. So the grand total raised for our scholar awards was $272.00. 

Altogether, our Alpha Alpha-Beta Eta Legislative Brunch was a huge success: great program, good food, comfortable 
surroundings, and super company! 

Please note the opportunity for support of the Connected Communities initiative that our presenter LaShunda Leslie-
Smith mentioned.  If you’d like to help with mentoring trainees, contact her.  

Upcoming:
March 22:  Helen E. Quinn Award Dinner at the Ridgemont Golf Club – 4:30.

March 22:  Book sale during the Quinn Dinner – save, bring books to help raise funds for our 
scholar award funds

March 31:  Deadline for outstanding service award nominations (the form is on page 5).
April 28-30: Pi State Convention in Cooperstown (learn more at the Pi State website at 

http://www.dkgnystate.org/).

May 3: Founders’ Day and Orientation, Lakeshore Country Club – 4:30 pm
June 3: Awards Breakfast, NY Room, The College at Brockport – 8:30 am

First, a big thank you to our members for their support of our initiatives -

Thank you to all those who made donations to our scholar award funds in response to the 
holiday letter that was mailed in December. Our donations to date total $1,685.00 to 
support the Rochester strand of our awards fund.

Thank you also to all those who worked hard to present our January 21 program: 

� Kudos to Diane Maurer and other members of the Alpha Alpha-Beta Eta Legislative Brunch planning committee for 
organizing another timely discussion of a major topic. 

With many Thanks . . . 

Judy Wadsworth

Birthdays
Say “Happy Birthday” to these 

Alpha Alpha members

February
5 Judith Cantleberry
7 Lisa Montanaro

16   Wanda Ward
17 Gretchen Hughes
17 Jutta Siefert-Dudley
23 Donna Noble
26 Nancy Padilla
27 Bridget Bishop

March
16   Rosemary Callard-Szulgit
18   Mary Lou Galasso
19 Pam Eberhardt

Alpha Alpha Member Lisa Montanaro was presented with the 
SUNY Brockport Peg Browne-Gerald L. Browne Award for 
Outstanding School Based Teacher Educators at the Brockport 
Central Middle School in early January.  Brockport Superintendent 
of Schools, Dr. Lesli Myers, who is also an Alpha Alpha member, 
joined the celebration. The award was established by Marguerite 
(Peg) Hare Browne, a long-time DKG/Alpha Alpha Chapter 
member.  

Valentine’s Day 
Literacy Initiative

The theme this year is Love for Reading Day with the theme: Share 
your love for reading with a child. The purpose is to promote 
reading aloud to children of all ages, and to showcase the practice 
by posting pictures of people reading together on social media 
(Facebook, Instagram, twitter) using the hashtag #read4luv. People 
can post pictures reading to pets, alone etc. if they don't have 
children available).
Please help capture these 
special moments of reading 
with your Valentine by sharing 
your pictures on social media 
and tagging your photos with 
the hashtag #read4luv
For more information, contact 
Carol St. George at 
cy521@aol.com. 

Regards, 
Judy
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Lisa Montanaro receives Browne Award

Dr. Lesli Myers, Lisa Montanaro, Jeanette Banker

http://www.dkgnystate.org/
mailto:cy521@aol.com


$1635 raised for Scholar Awards
THANK YOU!

In response to our December holiday letter, 27 members donated $ 1,635.00 to the Rochester strand 
of our scholar awards accounts, as follows:

$ 160.00 to the Clara Bishop Award for a college freshman
$ 160.00 to the Lorraine Sherwood Award for a college sophomore
$ 635.00 to the Betty Vary Award for a college junior
$ 680.00 unrestricted, to be used for any of the three awards.

Thank you to these members and a friend:

Betsy Balzano
Jeanette Banker
Bridget Bishop
Rosemary Callard-Szulgit
Judy Cantleberry
Monica Cosgrove
Pamela Eberhardt
Marjorie Emler
Joan Fenton

Roselyn Freedman-Baum
Jean Fuller
Sue Genthner
Gretchen Hughes
Sheryl Johnson
Linda Kotwas
Elaine Leshnower
Anita Mance
Barbara Mitrano

Donna Noble
Faith Prather
Pamela Quamo
Elizabeth Svitavsky
Thomas Vary
Judy Wadsworth
Wanda Ward
Eileen Wuethrich
Alice Young

The membership committee is looking at ways to improve our membership protocol. To begin, we want to address the dual 
challenges of gaining new members and keeping our current members engaged. 

We looked at the DKG Chapter Membership Guidelines, and found some suggestions to consider, such as including all
members in the Orientation event, and holding our Orientation when and where Chapter members can meet the 
prospective members (and vice versa).

Our proposal is two-fold:
1) Meld our ORIENTATION into the May FOUNDERS DAY program. 

a. Much of the history of DKG and our chapter is presented and celebrated on both occasions, including a review of the 
structure and beliefs of DKG -- something from which all members benefit. 

b. Sponsors would have the opportunity to present their prospective members in person, which would give Chapter 
members and prospective members a chance to meet and mingle. 

2) Move INITIATION to the first meeting in September. 
a. Prospective members could attend the June Awards breakfast and the summer picnic with their sponsors, to get to 

know the Chapter better AND to help them decide on (or be guided to) the area where their talents would best be 
used.

b. They would not be initiated at the end of an academic year but rather at the start of one, and therefore move into 
an active involvement with us more quickly. 

c. This initiation ceremony could include a Recommitment ceremony (also suggested by DKG) to keep us all motivated. 
d. The September meeting could be something other than our usual dinner meeting, to recognize the stresses of the 

academic year’s start; for example, a Sunday afternoon “refreshments-only” meeting nearer the end of the month.
We are also looking to incorporate the use of the DVD “Pride in the Big Picture,” from DKG, wherever appropriate for 

orientation or recommitment.

REMEMBER: We all should be actively recruiting possible new members to keep our Chapter strong and growing!

Membership Committee Updates
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Mary Ann Geonie, Secretary   
February 2, 2017
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The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International
Alpha Alpha Chapter

Minutes of January 21, 2017 Legislative Breakfast Meeting
St. John Fisher College

ATTENDANCE:  B.Balzano, B.Bishop, S.Brady-Root, R.Callard-Szulgit,P.Eberhardt, R.Freedman-Baum, J.Fuller, Jean Fuller, G.Hughes,  M.Geonie, 
J.Hill, S.Johnson, L.Keefer L.Kotwas, E.Leshnower, M.Lovett-Scott, A.Mance, D.Maurer, C. Murray, F.Prather, J. Siefert-Dudley, E.St.James, 
R.Swiskey, A.Tran-Flesch, J.Wadsworth, E.Wuethrich

Guests: Rita Lancy, Jan Marchetti. Arlette Miller-Smith, Margy Richards and Linda Wetherell

BUSINESS MEETING:

CALL TO ORDER: 
President Judy Wadsworth called the meeting to order at 11:58 am. 
Installation of Treasurer Annie Tran-Flesch by Eileen Wuethrich took place for the 2017-2018 year.  

APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
A MOTION to accept the agenda for the business meeting was Moved By: Sherry Johnson Seconded By: Betsy Balzano, MOTION: 
APPROVED.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
A MOTION to accept the November 2, 2017 minutes was Moved by: Pam Eberhardt, Seconded by: Elaine Leshnower, MOTION: APPROVED.  
Addition to these minutes was made by B. Bishop to thank Sue Genthner & Margie Lovett-Scott for organizing the pound auction and to 
Marjorie Elmer for explaining this project that was conducted at Quest Elementary in Hilton.

TREASURER’S REPORT: (Annie Tran Flesch) - On January 20, 2017 the November 2016 & the December 2016 financial balances were emailed to 
all members. 

Checkbook Balance as of December 31, 2017                       $7,422.78
Operating Fund Balance as of December 31, 2016     $6,750.36

As of June 30, 2015:
Brockport Endowment Funds Summary:                            $38,634.78
FLACE Funds Summary:                                    $178,186.41

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Membership (Donna Noble & Linda Kotwas): Linda reported on the new updated guidelines that will improve our membership protocol. It 
is printed in the February Newswheel. 
Recognition (Gretchen Hughes): reported that there is a need for nominations for the Outstanding Service Award. The deadline is March 
31, 2017
Communications (Lori Burch): Please take the time and complete the short survey that was emailed by Lori. Results will be reported at our 
March meeting. 
Awards and Scholarship (Monica Cosgrove & Lynne Keefer): Lynne Keefer reported that letters have been mailed to all the school 
counselors in the area with information about our scholarships.
Helen E. Quinn Award Dinner (Rosemary Callard-Szulgit): Rosemary reported the dinner is March 22nd look for your reservation form in the 
Newswheel. 
Quinn Dinner Book Sale (Anita Mance): The sweet smells of “Potpourri” is the theme this year, so start collecting books you would like to 
give away to a new home. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
Finance Committee: Elaine Leshnower

There being no questions or changes the financial reports for December and January were accepted as submitted.
Membership Committee:

A MOTION to approve the membership process changes was Moved By: Linda Kotwas and Seconded By: Betsy Balzano. MOTION: 
APPROVED.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Pi State Convention in Cooperstown, New York is April 28th -30th. The benefit raffle tickets can be bought at the March meeting. There is a 
form on line if you are interested in participating in the Talent Showcase Displays that will be setup at the convention.
There will be a short business meeting after the Quinn Dinner on March 22, 2017.

ADJOURNMENT: President Judy Wadsworth adjourned the meeting at 12:40 PM.



Title:   The Alpha Alpha Outstanding Service Award
Founded in 2012 by the Membership Recognition Committee

Purpose:
This award was created as an extension of the committee’s work to appropriately honor a member’s outstanding 
service to our chapter. It is granted as part of our Founders Day meeting. Ultimately the committee will be comprised 
of former recipients of the award.  Nominations are solicited from the membership.

Eligibility: 
The award is open to all members of Alpha Alpha who have actively participated on a committee or in a leadership 
role in service to the chapter.

Criteria:
The Alpha Alpha Outstanding Service Award recognizes the personal and professional contributions made by 
dedicated members of the chapter who have given outstanding service above and beyond what is outlined in the 
bylaws. Nominees for this award have demonstrated sustained service to the chapter through active participation, 
advocacy, and leadership.

Nomination Process:
The nominator shall prepare a nomination describing the contributions made by the member through firsthand 
knowledge with optional additional input and support from other members. Nominations will be due by March 31, 
2017 to be considered for selection by the Membership Recognition Committee.

Previous recipients: 2012 Judy Wadsworth 2014 Mary Ingersoll 2016 Bridget Bishop 
2013 Gretchen Hughes 2015 Anne O’Toole

Nomination Form:

Name of Nominee: ________________________________   Year Initiated into Alpha Alpha _______

Committee(s) served:________________________________________________________________

Office(s) held (if any):    ______________________________________________________________

Name of Nominator: ________________________________     
Supporting members: _______________________________ (optional)

Brief Statement- Rationale for your recommendation: (may be continued on back of form or separate 
sheet)

By March 31, 2017, return this nomination form to Gretchen Hughes at fghughes76@frontiernet.net or 
377 Kartes Drive, Rochester, NY 14616
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Volunteers are needed to help during the sale.
Contact Anita Mance at 586-6507 or 
amance@eastrochester.org 

Books will be available by raffle.
Raffle tickets will be sold 6 for $5.00.

Buyers place raffle tickets in bags by desired books. 
Winning tickets are drawn from the bags.

Proceeds benefit the Rochester strand 
of the Alpha Alpha Awards Fund.

Additional $$$ contributions are appreciated.

We need books, lots of books!!!

PLEASE START SAVING BOOKS NOW.

Theme: Potpourri
ALL books appreciated

during our 

March 22, 2017
Ridgemont Country Club
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Chapter award winners:
We need your help.

We are trying to create a complete list of those who have 
received awards from DKG International, Pi State, or our 
own chapter (including Alpha Xi before our merger).

Please don’t be modest.  If you have received recognition 
we should include it so our records tell our whole story.

Send any input to Judy Wadsworth at 
judithw@frontiernet.net.

Alpha Alpha Chapter, Pi State, 
The Delta Kappa Gamma Society International

December 2016

INSIDE
1 – Joint Legislative Brunch

2 – From our president; upcoming meetings, 
birthdays

3 – Membership Updates and Scholar Funds Raised

4 – November 2 Minutes

5 – The Alpha Alpha Outstanding Service Award

6 – Book Sale

7 – Helen E. Quinn Award

Janet Winter, Editor
winterjanets@gmail.com

2016-2018 Alpha Alpha Officers :

President Judy Wadsworth 442-4737
1st Vice President Betsy Balzano 594-0314 
2nd Vice President  Lori Burch 520-7512
Secretary     Mary Ann Geonie 637-0045
Treasurer          Annie Tran Flesch 406-3706
Parliamentarian        Roz Freedman-Baum    442-6769
Past President Pamela Eberhardt 889-2754

NEXT NEWSWHEEL
DEADLINE: 

March 30
At any time, please 
forward items you’d 
like included in the 
Newswheel to the 
editor at the email 

address listed above. -8-

Our own Wanda Ward’s grandson, Ward Stare, is music 
director and conductor of the RPO.  In December, famed 
cellist Yo Yo Ma performed with the RPO with Ward 
conducting.  After the performance, there was a 
reception in Ma’s honor.

Wanda Ward, Yo Yo Ma, Ward Stare
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